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Yemen Airways..

The leading History & The

Prospective future

In a bid to keep on going onward
in the same pace of the most lead-
ing progress of Yemen Airways, the
national carrier of our homeland,
which has been exerting its utmost
efforts for respectively six decades,
that is, (from 1961 until 2022) in or-
der to serve all Yemeni citizens and
reflect the Yemeni history as well
as the Yemeni culture of the Yeme-
ni people to the whole world and in
its capacity as the flying ambassa-
dor of Yemen, Yemen Airways has
long been the company that highly
reflects the brightest side of Yemen
and it is the company on which the
process of the whole development of
our homeland greatly does depend.
Also, optimistically, it is the compa-
ny that has been perfectly capable
of facing the challenge so well and
it will be so forever. God willing, in
the days to come, Yemen Airways
will be up to responsibility in terms
of the hopes as well as the dreams
of the Yemeni people all over our
homeland. It will fulfill all their wishes
and ambitions. Notwithstanding the
most difficult conditions in addition to
alot of obstacles, Yemen Airways is
ighly determined to keep on ambi-
moving ahead so as to create
nprecedented advancement
ening new stations and
, developing its fleet, doing its
best to unite the visions as well as
the thoughts and exerting all efforts
so well for the sake of the company.
Imperatively, this will really be good
for all its customer and cadres.

On this basis, in the near future, our
company of Yemen Airways intends
to develop its work as well as ser-
vices.It also plans to focus on the
process of redeveloping the human
cadres so as to make them so much
more skilled and to develop their
thoughts. Moreover, the company
will concentrate on supporting its

!+

most distinguished cadres who will
definitely be extremely lucky to be
treated with justice and equality with
no discrimination towards anybody
else or any party else. We will say to
those who do well that they do well
and to those who don’t do well that
they should stop it and try to do well
through changing their thoughts into
the best. Generally speaking,Yemen
Airways is a national company which
responsibly bears all the concerns of
the whole Yemen and seeks to keep
on doing its best for the sake of its Ye-
meni people as a whole. As long as
it has certainly been the most lead-
ing company throughout its lifetime
work, it will inevitably keep on going
forward with firm steps and looking
forward to embracing the brightest
outshining future. It is really wonder-
ful that Yemenia has just been per-
mitted to fly from/ to Sana’a Interna-
tional Airport despite of suspending
such flights for over six years during
which Yemen Airways got the most
negative impacts because of closing
most of its domestic stations and for-
bidding it from taking advantage of
using its maintenance center at Sa-
na’a Int'l Airport because this could
help Yemenia aircrafts stop going
into the maintenance centers of oth-
er brotherly and friendly countries.
Finally, more significantly, thus, the
company was not able to provide its
services to alot of our Yemeni peo-
ple who were travelling aboard our
aircrafts from Sana’a International
Airport.

As a matter of fact, here, | don’t
really like to speak about the most
painful events as well as the worst
difficulties but | really do attempt to
describe the sufferings that the com-
pany did pass through throughout
that period of time so that we can
actually feel the great happiness
that our Ys ni people had as soon

as all Yemenis heard about the de-
cision of allowing Yemenia aircrafts
to fly from/ to Sana’a International
Airport into both most important des-
tinations, that is, (Amman from the
beginning of the month of May) and
(Cairo from the outset of the month
of June). Therefore, this is counted
as a great achievement as well as
a vital step that aims at resulting in
the eventual reconciliation associat-
ed with a cease-fire in a very pos-
itive method that can contribute to
going toward peace, harmony, un-
derstanding and reconciliations that
can, with a great trust, lead into look-
ing forward to embracing the bright-
est future that should really be good
for both Yemen and all Yemenis, so
it was so clear that such a great joy
has just recovered the hope that
we are bound to go into a new era
which we all can jointly build and
which should be full of fraternization
and love and highly associated with
security, stability and unity in a good
way that can remove the most neg-
ative effects of war so that the best
happiness can widely prevail in all
sides of our life.

To conclude, we definitely do assert
to all that we are really determined
to fulfilling our promise in regard to
the process of achievements and
development towards which we are
going. We are also resolved to de-
veloping the company and modern-
izing its fleet. We are imperatively up
to responsibility in our hands. There-
fore, we do urge the authorities con-
cerned to take more other steps so
that Yemen Airways can be allowed
to recover its prominently outshining
distinction and become completely
capable of not only opening its pre-
vious stations as well as previous
routes but also opening new stations
and new routes in the near future.
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Have you ever been to Marib city?!
This is actually the question that |
am really so pleased to ask all of you,
dear respected readers. Undoubt-
edly, Marib was the capital of Yemen
for so many centuries. As a matter
of fact, more outspokenly, this city
of Marib was the capital of Sheba
kingdom for over three thousand
years. All the historic books with all
their parts as well as their docu-
mentary historical pages truthfully
do certify that it certainly was so.lf
your answer to the above-men-
tioned question was Yes,you should
have made visits to Maribs’ most
prominent historic monuments such
as Awam temple, the ancient:dam

of Marib as well as specifically the
most significant throne of Bilgis
which is certainly the most miracu-
lous legendary building construction

that wonderfully and scientifically
attracts anybody. Also, this throne
of Bilgis is considered the source

of inspirations for so many au-
thors,writers and thinkers for the
main objective of publishing books,
writing stories & novels and produc-
ing plays & cinema movies, etc. More
significantly, the most prominent
well-known historic event pertaining
to this throne was definitely that of
hoopoe related to the most famous
story of Queen Bilgis and Prophet
Solomon (Suleiman), the son of David
(Dawud)(Peace Be Upon both of ;
them) that was mentioned in the
Holy Quranin a very understand-
able way that clearly reflects the
tremendous greatness, the distin-
guished history as well as the great
culture of that throne. '




rable architectural system which was
really so rare and unique of its kind.
Nevertheless, the piling heaps of sand
which have long been accumulated for
so many thousand years is about to
cover and hide one of the most promi-
nent ancient cultural monuments in the
world.

The most distinctive aspects of
beauty & greatness of this Throne
As instantly as you make a visit to
such a miraculous temple, you have
to attempt to know everything about
it. Dear readers, there should defi-
nitely be so many countless inquiries
going through your mind in this very
regard, that is, you should ask your-
selves how and what time it was built
and with which materials it was built.
Actually, tales and legends describe
that it was certainly one of the most
beautiful thrones which was complete-
ly great and miraculous in the king-
dom of the Queen, Bilgis. This throne
was made of pure gold and decorated
and covered with the rarest jewels as
well as gemstones. The throne chair
along with the throne chamber were
the most astonishing miracles in terms
of alloying industry. The guards of the
throne were tirelessly on duty day and
night for the sake of protecting it all the
time. It is really out of doubt that the
architectural elements of this temple
had long been developed throughout
different stages of time since the out-
set of the first thousand B.C. While
being constructed, it passed through
two basic stages of time, the first
phase started from the end of the sec-
ond thousand B.C. to the beginning of
the first thousand B.C, but the second
phase did start from the year 850 A.D.
This is exactly clarified by the ancient
epigraphs that were discovered. The
most ancient inscriptions actually date
back to the era of (Al-Makribayeen),
that is, to the two centuries, the sixth
as well as the fifth B.C.The construct-
ed structure of the throne definitely
refers to the most ancient architectur-
al stages of the temple. However, its
corridors date back to the era of the
kings during the kingdoms which indi-
cate the period of time that is pertinent
to the history of B.C. The construction
of the northern corridors dates back
to the two centuries, the third and the
fourth BC. The construction of the lac-
tic fence, through sandy settlings (ac-
cumulated dunes of sand), dates back

to the first century BC. The constel-
lations (towers) date back to the two
centuries A.D, the third and the fourth.
The architectural planning of the tem-
ple is based on the planning of the
open yard surrounded with three sides
(walls) whereas the temple is existent
at the centre of the yard of the throne
in a precise method that perfectly indi-
cates the Sheba kingdom architectural
system. In regard to its description, it
is a rectangular building at the center
of which there is a yard that is as wide
as its three sides, the northern, the
southern and the western. Rectangu-
lar pillars are underpinning three cor-
ridors and these pillars of the temple
were precisely directed according to
the perfect directions.In the middle of
the northern side, there is a two-me-
ter-wide gate that leads into the yard.
This gate is opposite to another gate
in the southern side the width of which
is 1.85 meters. However, in the middle
of the eastern side, there is the open
temple that leads into the yard. This
temple which is higher than the yard is
situated on a higher platform which is
rectangular in shape. There is a ladder
of stairs in the yard leading upwards to
that platform which stretches from the
east to the west with a length that is
23.25 meters whereas its width which
stretches from the north to the south
is 17.82 meters. It is three meters
high. In front of the platform, there are
made-of-stone rectangular pillars. Ev-
ery pillar was carved out of one stone.
Also, behind these pillars, there are
four bases of four pillars that are par-
allel to the four front pillars that belong
to the six pillars. The temple which is
exactly situated behind all of these is
a rectangular land that is paved with
rectangular stones. On the extremes
of the temple, there are remaining
parts of rectangular pillars distribut-
ed around the land of the temple in
the form of corridors. At the center of
the sacred land, there is a rectangu-
lar stone in the four circular holes in
which remaining parts of bronzes
were found. It is believed that this
rectangular stone is likely that it was
used as the base for a statue of an
animal which represented the symbol
of god. In the southern eastern outer
wall of the fence, there exists a rect-
angular building in the form of a tower
the inside of which is built with stones
and filled with made-of-clays squares.
From the corner of the eastern wall
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of the fence, there stretches anoth-
er built-with-clays fence that is three
meters wide. It turns around from the
northern western corner stretching in a
parallel way to the northern side and
in a distance that has a length similar
to that of the northern wall to the wall
of the temple leaving a distance be-
tween its wall and the wall of temple
fence in the same length of its stretch.
Along the stretch of the built-with-
clays eastern wall, four towers built
with burnished, pruned stones were
established. The first tower is situat-
ed in the western southern corner of
the fence. The second tower is locat-
ed in the middle of the western side.
The third tower is situated in the east-
ern northern corner. The four tower is
situated in the middle of the northern
side. To go downwards from the top
of the built-with-clays fence into the
yard, there are stairs built with stones
in the northern western corner within
the distance of the area that is situated
between the built-with-clays wall and
the wall of the fence. Then, there are
the three aforementioned gates which
lead into the yard.

The architectural sections of the tem-
ple are as the following:

1-Gates:

In the northern, southern and west-
ern walls, there are three main gates
which lead into the yard of the temple.
These gates are as the following:

The northern gate: The northern gate
is nine meters away from the northern
eastern corner of the fence. It is two
meters wide. This gate is in the form
of three stairs that lead upwards from
the outside because the temple yard
has a land that is lower than that land
that is outside the temple. These stairs
lead into a small rectangular terrace
that leads into other seven stairs in the
same axis of the previously mentioned
stairs leading downwards into the land
of the yard. On both sides of these
stairs, there are walls built with stones.
On the basis of the inscription on the
made-of-marble board of this gate, the
construction of this gate dates back
to the two centuries, the third and the
fourth B.C.

The southern gate: This gate which
is opposite to the northern gate is lo-
cated in the southern wall of the fence.
It is different from that northern gate in
terms of construction. It is not in the
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Name of Queen Bilgis Throne along
with its qgist of high significance
According to the most ancient epi-
graphs as well as the very old inscrip-
tions, Bilgis temple that was built for
the god called (Elmagah) was named
(Bararan). Surely, this is the name
that was inscribed on one of the pil-
lars of the temple. The owners of the
Dictionary of Sheba language derived
the word «Bararan» from the word
«Barara» which is originally a word
of a three-letter root. It also indicates
«Alebrara» that means, in Arabic, «to
be free from sins or to be innocent «.
Similarly, it means «cleared or to get
rid of diseases & sins».

As usual, there are, explicitly speaking,
so many vital questions going through
our minds about all the stories related
to this great Queen Bilqis> life which
are still being presented and taken
into consideration in so many different
international ceremonies and global
festivals in a very good way that aims
at clarifying any ambiguous aspects
and removing any ambiguity about
the story of this famous Queen who
is definitely the most prominent Arab
character throughout history. It is, over
years, the most famous throne which
is doubtlessly counted as the main
source of inspirations for so many
singers, artists, writers, musicians, au-
thors and poets who originally belong
to so many different nations, beliefs
as well as various mental orientations.
More explicitly, in this very regard, by
the way, who has ever heard the song

of the Iraqi singer, Majed Al-Muhandis,
which was entitled (Queen Bilgis
Throne)?»

In addition, as a matter of de facto,
there are actually countless good
books as well as so many different
interesting novels which tell us about
this most well-known historic subject.
Dear readers, if you also go into the
internet and use google for searching
in this very regard, you will actually be
extremely astonished to definitely find
a lot about this significant topic of val-
ue.

Location & history of Queen Bilgis
Throne

The throne of Queen Bilgis is locat-
ed in the city of Marib which is about
170 kilo meters away from the capital,
Sanara. This throne is called the tem-
ple of Baraan or sun temple which is
considered one of the most well-known
ancient religious Yemeni temples. It is
square in shape and has an open area
at the center of which is the sacred well
as well as a rocky water basin to which
water can flow from the open hole of
the sacred well, which looks like the
mouth of the sacred ox. The chamber
is surrounded with several walls from
the northern side, the eastern side as
well as the southern side. However,
in the western side, there are several
made-of-alabaster seats. In the uncov-
ered open chamber, there are twelve
stairs which lead into the sacred area
where there are six pillars which this
throne of Queen Bilgis consists of.

As immediately as you watch such
miraculous pillars, you should ponder
how great and precise the Yemeni
architecture has long been since im-
memorial time. They are great pillars
which have crowns decorated with
cubes. Five pillars are still good but the
sixth pillar is broken. Every pillar, which
is twelve meter long and 60%x80 centi-
meter wide, weighs 17 tons and 350
kilo grams. This miraculous temple in-
cludes different architectural units the
most important unit of which is that sa-
cred area called (Quds Alquddas), that
is, the most sacred area. There is also
the front yard along with all it includes
such as the large fence which was built
with bricks surrounding the area of the
sacred temple. It also has towers.

The door of the temple is situated in
the northern side in a perfectly pre-
cise manner that makes the main en-
trance as well as the sacred area of
the temple meet in the opposite side
of the stairs in a very attractive and
astonishing way that distinctively does
reflect the greatness, precision as well
as the beauty of the Yemeni culture
in terms of construction & architec-
ture. Therefore, this throne is certainly
counted as the most prominent historic
monument of the most ancient culture
of Sheba Kingdom. Furthermore, there
is the outer gate which was carved out
of massifs each one of which is about
eight meters high. Also, the stairs lead-
ing into the temple which are opposite
to the compound of the throne were
built according to a distinguished du-



sembles the platform.

3-The temple:

The temple does occupy most of the
distance in the eastern part of the yard
and overreaches the yard towards the
outside. It is in the form of a rectan-
gular-in-shape platform the length of
which is 23.25 meters stretching from
the east to the west and the width of
which is 17.12 meters stretching from
the north to the south. It is about three
meters higher than the land of the
yard. It is built with pruned milestones.
Its bases were built with black volcanic
stones. From the outside, the building
looks like the stairs which consist of
two levels. The first level is the lower
one which consists of three building
blocks. The upper level starts from the
fifth building block the stones of which
are pruned and burnished in a concave
form. From the sixth building block,the
building has a distance of ten centime-
ters going into the inside so as to be
precisely appropriate with the height
of the platform. It is the original temple
which really does represent the most
ancient stage of the building itself. This
temple actually does date back to both
the sixth century and the fifth century
B.C. Going upwards to the platform is
done through the ladder of wide down-
grading, gradient stairs in the middle of
the terrace. These stairs were built with
stones and they are 4.70 meters wide.
They consist of eighteen stairs the
thickness of every stair is 20 centime-
ters. On its both sides, this ladder has
walls which were built with milestones
in a precise gradation that appropri-

ately copes with the extremely gradi-
ent, downgrading state of the stairs of
such a ladder. There are six rectangu-
lar-in-shape pillars. Every one of these
pillars was cut from one stone. Every
pillar is 8.28 meters in height, 87 cen-
timeters as the average width, and 62
meters as the average thickness. The
average distance between every two
pillars is 63 centimeters. Five of these
pillars have a complete height. How-
ever, the sixth pillar which is existent
in the end of the northern row is bro-
ken. In the northern side, there is an
inscription that mentions the name of
the temple «Bararan». These pillars
have crowns carved out of the same
stone. They are rectangular in shape
and decorated with architectural jew-
elries in the form of serrated milling
which consists of three rows. From the
upper row, three square jewelries turn
around the crown of the pillar. From
the middle row, there are four square
jewelries. However, in the lower row,
there are three square-in-shape jew-
elries. The height of the crown of the
pillar which is a part of the same pillar
is 78 centimeters. On the top of the pil-
lar, there is an extra part of the stone
of the same pillar that is additionally
stretching in an extra average length
that is sixteen centimeters, in a width
that is 14 centimeters and in a height
that is seven centimeters. Every and
each pillar is situated on a rectangu-
lar-in-shape stony base that is sepa-
rated from that base of any other pillar.
This base is 3.30 meters long,8 centi-
meters wide, and 58 centimeters thick.
Behind this row of pillars, there are

- = gt P
oy S ".'T_:".J...li-“ .?I_.*xm__ 3: % -
b ﬁ..u_.", I A gt
fi :'.- e

Vo L ?

AN

rectangular-in-shape holes which were
used as bases for four back pillars
which have not been found or discov-
ered. They are 60 centimeters higher
than the bases of the pillars of the front
row. The distance between the row of
the front pillars and the row of the back
pillars is 2.20 meters. The two pillars in
the middle of the row of the back pillars
are rectangular in shape. However, the
two pillars on the extremes of the row
in both sides are in the form of the En-
glish letter (L). They both form a ceil-
inged foyer in the front of the temple.
To go in between the rows of the front
pillars and the back pillars is to enter
the temple because the distances be-
tween the four back pillars form a gate
of three entrances into the entrance of
the foyer. This is one of the distinctions
of the religious architecture of Sheba
Kingdom. The temple exists behind
the gate. It is rectangular in shape. It
is paved with rectangular milestones.
There are remaining parts of pillars
which formed corridors around the
platform. In the middle, there is a rect-
angular construction which consists of
two building blocks the length of which
is 6.43 meters stretching from the east
to the west and the width of which is
4.33 meters stretching from the north
to the south. In the inside, there is a
rectangular burnished stony flagstone
at the end of which there are two cir-
cular holes the diameter of which is
20 centimeters. They are about three
centimeters deep. They are symmetri-
cal to the two holes in the front of the
stony flagstone. It is counted as the
bases for a made-of-bronze animal




same axis of the yard and it doesmt
directly lead into this yard as well. This
gate consists of four stairs outside the
temple that lead upwards to a rectan-
gular terrace that actually leads west-
wards into other broken seven stairs
leading downwards into the yard.
The Western gate: This gate which is
two meters wide is in the middle of the
western side of the yard .It is in front
of the temple. This gate was built in
the same architectural manner relat-
ed to the two above-mentioned gates.
This gate consists of stairs outside
the temple that lead upwards to other
eight stairs in the same axis of the first
stairs. This gate was closed because
of the increasing accumulations of the
high dunes of clays outside the tem-
ple. As a result, stairs leading upwards
were built outside the temple so that it
could be so easy to reach the land of
the outer yard.

2-The yard:

The yard occupies most of the temple
land which is paved with rectangular
limestones. This was the land that
was discovered after digging deeply
into the highly accumulated dunes of
clays. That digging continued down-
wards into the depth of 3.5 meters.
The process of paving the stones re-
fers to the last stage of time in which
the yard was ultimately utilized for
the last time because the state of the
stones as well as the evidences indi-
cate that it was paved once again; the
stones of the yard were used from the
northern, southern and western sides
in the form of three corridors along the
outer walls.

The northern corridor: This corridor
which is 2.65 meters wide stretches
towards the yard that is as long as the
northern wall of the fence. Its ceiling
is built on twelve rectangular pillars.
It is divided into three parts. The first
part which consists of three pillars is
situated east of the northern gate. The
second part is located in the west of
the gate and consists of seven pillars.
The third part is located in the west
of the second part and it is separated
from the second part with a wall that
stretches to the yard. It consists of
two pillars in the form of a small room
which was likely that it was designed
for the public use or for the use of a
specific group of persons. The wall of
the corridor outside is the same wall of
the fence that is built with calcic stones
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that were put above each other. The
width of the wall is 86 centimeters. The
remaining of its height in the middle is
two meters. Regarding the front inner
side of the corridor overlooking the
yard, it is decorated with made-of-mar-
ble boards except the northern eastern
corner which is covered with a layer
of plastering. The made-of-marble
boards were used to cover the inner
wall built with black volcanic stones.

They are decorated with the draw-
ings of ibexes and with geometrical
shapes available above and on the
sides. However, at the bottom of the
boards, there are no decorations. It is
possible that those boards were used
as boards behind the back while the
worshipers were sitting in the terrac-
es of the corridors. Along the corridor,
there is a stretch of terraces, made
of the white marble that is greenish,
which are used for sitting. The width
of the terrace is 46 centimeters and it
is 43 centimeters high. There are two
stairs leading into this corridor which
stretch along the corridor from the east
to the west. Flagstones (stony slabs)
and stony girders indicate that this
corridor as well as the other corridors
were ceilinged.

In the last stage of constructing the
temple, the walls in between the pil-
lars especially those of the northern
eastern corner were built. Also, other
walls outside the wall of the yard were
constructed. That factually led to mak-
ing small square rooms. The random
construction of these walls indicate
that the construction of the corridors
dates back to a very late period of
time and that they were used not for
religious purposes but used as stores
and shelter.

The southern corridor: It has the
same length of the southern wall of
the vyard.lts ceiling is constructed
above eleven pillars. It is divided into
two parts because of the gate that
is opened in the wall of the yard. Its
width towards the yard is 2.24 me-
ters. A made-of-marble board which
was used for covering the front of the
wall overlooking the yard was discov-
ered. On this marble board, there is
an inscription in Almusnad calligraphy
which mentions a name of a person
who made this part of building for the
god called Almagah.

According to the date being reflected
by this board, this part of construction
dates back to the end of the sixth cen-

tury and the beginning of the fifth cen-
tury B.C. The number of the remaining
pillars of this corridor are just three pil-
lars which are in the southern eastern
corner.

The western corridor: The stretch of
this corridor is as long as the western
wall of the yard. Its ceiling was con-
structed above sixteen pillars. It is
divided into two parts because of the
gate that is in the middle of the western
wall. Its width towards the yard is 2.50
meters and the remaining of its height
is 2.35 meters. The pillars of this corri-
dor could not be found or discovered.
There is a stretch of marble terraces
along the corridor. The yard leads into
this corridor through two stairs which
stretch from the north to the south with
the same length of its. The temple in-
cludes most of the distance of the east-
ern side of the yard. Thus, that led to
dividing the eastern side of the yard
into two parts. Every part consists of
three pillars. The current state of the
corridors were thus as a result of the
additional changes for the original
construction due to the high increas-
ing accumulations of the sandy sedi-
mentations in the yard. Accordingly,
two stairs were constructed along the
corridor. That period of time was highly
distinguished with the abundant offer-
ings given to the god. Marble formed
the most abundant proportion among
those offerings. It is also mentioned
that the blocks of marbles which were
used as terraces for sitting were caved
and hollowed from the inside. Animal
remaining pieces of goat bones were
found inside the hollows. The state of
those bones dated back to that state
pertaining to the construction of the
corridors. The average width of the
rectangular pillars of the corridors is 42
centimeters and their average thick-
ness is 32 meters. The yard consists
of constructions which are two rectan-
gular buildings which were built with
rectangular-in-shape stones, which
are burnished, in both corners of the
yard which are located in the western
south and the western north.

The inside of this building is full of
massive square-in-shape pieces of
clays. It covers a part of the inscription
of the southern corridor. This indicates
that it was built later than that period
of time in which the southern corridor
was built. It is also clear that it is of a
religious style due to its form that re-



burnished limestones. It is 3.33 meters
long, 3.16 meters wide and 1.80 high.
It is higher than the land of the fence.
The construction consists of five build-
ing blocks the upper building block of
which was carved out of one stone
in the same architectural style of the
building in the form of a basin with
edges that are four centimeters higher
than the level of the stone. In the mid-
dle of this stone, a square-in-shape
hole of the well was carved and sculpt-
ed. The length of each side of this
square related to the hole is 78 cen-
timeters.

From the southern side of the basin,
an outlet of water which is in the form
of an ox head prominently comes out
in a distance that is 20 centimeters.
At its back, a canal for the passage of
water, which is 25 centimeters long,
20 centimeters wide and three centi-
meters deep, was dug. The passage
of water flows into another basin at the
bottom of the upper basin. It is made of
one stone that is 2.58 meters long and
73 centimeters wide.In its southern
side,there is an outlet of water that is in
the form of an ox head that is like that
of the upper basin. It is 33 centimeters
long. At its back, a canal that is similar
to that of the upper basin was dug. It
is 40 centimeters long, 9 centimeters
wide and 6 centimeters deep. This wa-
ter outlet flows into a third basin that is
at the bottom of the second basin. It is
directly located in the land of the yard.
It is carved out of one rectangular
stone that is 2.94 meters long, 45
centimeters wide and 25 centimeters
deep. From the western side of the ba-
sin, there is a circular hole the diam-
eter of which is 5 centimeter through
which water passes to flow into the
land of the yard and out of the temple.
Regarding the inner side of the well,
it was built with burnished milestones
which are put above each other with-
out using any connecting material.
The construction of the well dates
back to the ancient and middle period
of Sheba kingdom according to some
inscriptions and carvings. Northwards
the well, there is a rectangular con-
struction that consists of two building
blocks of milestones. Inside the thick
layers of ashes which might be the re-
maining pieces of the burnt oblations,
eucharists, religious sacrifices and of-
ferings were found. Also, that building
might be used as a constant source for
collecting the embers and coals that

were used for burning the incense as
a way of fulfilling the requirements and
necessary needs of the temple. It was
likely to be so because a similar con-
struction was discovered in the temple
of (Serwah ibexes) that was built for
god (Elmagah) in the city of Serwah.
Also, the entrance chamber in the tem-
ple of Awam is similar to this yard in
terms of its design, its form as well as
its contents.

7-The inscription of the well of
Bararan temple:

In the page, Old Yemen History, the ar-
cheologist, Dr. Muammar Al-Sharjabi,
mentioned an explanation for the text
of the epigraph of the well of Bararan
temple (Throne of Queen Bilgis) say-
ing, «This epigraph is considered one
of the commemorative inscriptions of
the building and the construction cou-
pled with the oblations and offerings.
The well itself was an oblation offered
for the god and for the main service of
the temple as a religious act of Good
at that time. This resembles the acts of
Good in the modern era»

He also speaks about the inscription of
(Luhayah Ben Alsabah Ben Aurayten)
saying, «The well that Luhayah dug
was an offering given by him to the
god called «Elmagah». He also built
the spring with the inner group of mica
stones upwards to the opening of the
hole. In addition, He covered the cir-
cumference of the well with the level
flagstones called (Salal). Moreover, he
dug, carved the rocks for the sake of
making the basins, water canals and
went on building every part of the well
for the sake of gods, Athtar, EImagah,
etcr.

The well is situated at the center of the
temple area and to the left of the up-
ward stairs of the pillars. According to
the German Expedition, the well dates
back to the sixth century and the fifth
century B.C. The depth of the well is 18
meters and it is reachable through the
stairs. In the upper stone of the well,
there are eight holes for fixating the
ropes the remaining impacts of which
are still apparent on the rocks. The
well was renovated with the material
of Algadhadh (a cement-like mixture
of limestones and grouts as an ancient
way of building) at the beginning of
the A.D. history. The well was dug for
the main goal of fulfilling the require-
ments of the temple in terms of water
and purifications which were imposed
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on everybody entering the temple be-
fore performing the religious rituals.
According to the laws of the temple,
it was necessary for everybody who
wanted to enter the temple to be pu-
rified before entering. According to its
own religious rituals, those who did not
abide by those laws were completely
committed to paying the penance (the
expiation).

This throne of Queen Bilgis was dis-
covered in 1988 by a German Archeo-
logical Expedition which started its ex-
plorations in 1978. The acts of digging,
exploring and renovating had con-
tinued for about 13 years because a
small part of the temple that was in the
form of a low hill was, at first, apparent.
Above that, there was a prominent row
of pillars around which there were the
destructed stones called (mica) as well
as some broken architectural pieces.
The Germans had kept on renovating
it for three years, that is, from 1997 to
2000. The monuments were carefully
renovated and fixated. Several Ger-
man Researchers such as (Burkhard
Vogt, Werner Herberg and Nicole Ror-
ing) wrote a book that mentioned the
process of the renovation including
the pictures of the temple when it was
ready to be inaugurated in November,
18th, 2000 and it was ready for receiv-
ing the visitors. The discovery of this
temple is counted as the most signifi-
cant historic evidences and the most
important historic proofs in the whole
region that refer to the Culture of She-
ba dating back to three thousand years
B.C. especially to the late first thou-
sand of B.C. that belonged to the era
of the Queen Bilgis. Her character, her
throne as well as her temple have long
formed a historic legend over history.
There were archeological inscriptions
as well as scattered carved pictures
on the broken pieces of stones (mica).
Queen Bilgis was the strong, sapient,
potent and wise character who was
the queen of Sheba Throne the sov-
ereignty of which commercially and
militarily stretched westwards to the
regions of the African Horn and also
northwards to Egypt, Gaza as well as
the regions that were located beyond
the two rivers.



statue as a symbol of the god for which
the temple was built. Also, under the
platform, there is a room which is situ-
ated along the middle axis of the gate
where there are remaining pieces of
bones. It was used for burials.

The extensions of the temple:

The fence surrounding the temple
along its two rearer sides, that is, the
western and the northern, is the most
important extension of the temple. It
was built with mud or clays. Through it,
there are four towers which were built
with the reused milestones. The base
of the built-with-mud fence is higher
than the walls of the yard. It represents
different architectural stages. The tow-
ers were joined to the built-with-mud
fence which was built a long time ago.
Regarding the function of the fence
built with clays called (Allebn) as well
as that of the outer towers, they were
used for forbidding the increasing ac-
cumulations of sandy sedimentations
that were coming from the agricultur-
al lands around the temple. From a
period of time into another, these ac-
cumulations of sedimentations highly
increased in a way that endangered
the temple. Building the fence passed
through different stages of time un-
til it became as it is now. In the last
stage of time, a ladder of stairs leading
downwards from the top of the fence
into the yard was constructed. The
space available between the walls of
the fence and the yard was used for
multiple secondary purposes during
religious rituals. This included rooms
for cooking and there were a num-

ber of bricks as well as potteries and
earthenware in the late period of the
temple history.

There are four architectural stages
that the temple passed through
The first stage: This stage included
the construction of the temple, the
front gate in addition to the stairs ex-
istent in front of that gate which date
back to both the seventh century and
the sixth century B.C. In the end of this
stage, the fence in its original stretch
as well as the first phase of building
the well were constructed.

The second stage: In this very stage,
the temple was reinforced through
adding the outer tower pertaining to
the southern western corner of the
fence in addition to the stairs of the
corridors.

The third stage: It is related to the
beginning of building the fence with
clays and mud that took place in the
first century B.C.

The fourth stage: Adding the outer
towers of the built-with-mud fence took
place in both centuries, the third and
the fourth untill the temple was com-
pletely abandoned in the second half
of the fourth century and the outset of
the fifth century, that is, the beginning
of relinquishing the astronomical be-
liefs and adopting the Heavenly Reli-
gion of Divine oneness.

5-materials:

So many different materials were used
for building the temple which are as
follows:

Stones: Two kinds of stones were

used for building the walls of the tem-
ple. The first kind of stones was the
black volcanic stones which were
mainly used for constructing the bases
of the walls. The second type of stones
was the stones of (mica) which had a
yellowy white colour and were used for
constructing the upper building blocks
of the walls, the stairs as well as the
pillars.

Marble stones: These stones were
used as both flagstones and boards
for covering the inner front sides of the
fence walls. They were also used as
terraces for sitting.

Mud (clays): Mud was used for mak-
ing square-in-shape templates and
moulds of clays that were utilized for
building the outer fence.

(Algadhadh): (Algadhadh material is
an Arabic word which refers to that
cement-like mixture of both limestone
and grouts which was used for build-
ing during the ancient eras). Here, this
material was used for covering the in-
ner sides of both the northern eastern
walls and the southern eastern walls.

6-The well:

The well which is situated in the north-
ern eastern side of the yard is con-
sidered one of the most significant
architectural constructions in the yard
which highlights the religious rituals
and observances of washing & pu-
rifying which were performed in the
temple. In relation to the sacred stairs
called (Quds Alquddas), the rectan-
gular-in-shape apparent part that ap-
pears on the surface was built with




Whatsoever the name this island has
been given, as a matter of fact, it is defi-
nitely one of the Yemeni islands that is
really considered one of the wonders.
It has definitely been described by the
historians as «The Red Sea Socotra»
because it is counted as one of the
most beautiful islands just like Socotra
and has the second place compared
to Socotra, which has the first place
in terms of beauty. Regarding writers,
they have actually kept on describing
it so much that some described it as
«the Cinderella of the Red Sea» and
others did describe it as «the pearl
of the Red Sea islands». Kamaran is
considered the second biggest island
which is about only five miles away
from Al-Hodeidah and about three
miles away from Al-Saleef city which is
in the opposite side of this island. Vis-
iting Kamaran island was considered
my constant dream.

However, in 2009, | decided to make a
visit to such a beautiful island so that |
could completely explore the whole is-
land with its archeological sites as well
as its cultural monuments for the main
goal of submitting such a complete file
of explorations to UNESCO in a prom-
ising way that could help enlist it into
the world heritage list of the UNESCO.
At the present time, nonetheless, it is
still in the waiting list so that it can be
enlisted by UNESCO in its world heri-
tage list. Actually, some of those efforts
of ours were so fruitful that they helped
the island to be officially announced as
a nature reserve (a natural sanctuary)
by a governmental decree that was
issued in the month of August, 2009,
that is, three months after the visit of
ours to the island.

Our most interesting journey start-
ed from Raas Katheeb

In reality, | didm>t know why we start-
ed from this area. However, we were
aboard a rubber boat going towards
the island of Kamaran which we
dreamt to make a visit to. Then, we
were so astonished to enjoy watching
the most bewitching natural sceneries
that we were surrounded with from
all sides. By then, while we were go-
ing towards the island, Al-Hodeidah
city started to be gradually away from
our sight more and more. After we
arrived in the middle of the sea, the
boatman had to show us the island
through using the periscope of his

own. Meanwhile, he was explaining to
us the best beauty of the island at a
very far distance. The more we were
getting closer to the island, the more
our eagerness full of peerless enthu-
siasm to reach the island increased.
We went on sailing through the waves
of the sea and navigating through its
billows until we managed to ultimately
get to a forest full of green trees called
«Al-Manjaroof». At that time, we were
wondering and inquiring why it had not
been officially announced as a (nature
reserve -a natural sanctuary) like So-
cotra Island that is definitely similar to
this island. Kamaran island is assured-
ly as attractive as Socotra island. | also
kept on wondering what happened
to the project that was designed for
changing this very island into touris-
tic resorts just like those of Sharm
Al-Sheikh of Egypt since there was
the widely spread news at that time
that there were Egyptian companies
that requested our government to give
them the chance to invest in Kamaran
Island through creating sport& touristic
promenades due to the fact that this
island has all the factors of touristic
attraction specifically in relation to the
diving tourism as well as the explora-
tions pertaining to extracting pearls
which were extracted at the expense
of the Alrasooliah country Regime
based on the country>s own revenues
during the era of Sultan Al-Moayad. In
this very regard, | also remembered
the malicious campaigns that were
held in several pulpits and congrega-
tions against that project!!!

Also, | remembered the biggest invest-
ment project in the seventies of the last
century specifically in the era of the
Martyr president, Ebrahim Al-Hamdi.
Actually, that project should have cre-
ated an unprecedented prosperity not
only for this island but also for the
whole Yemen. That project aimed at
changing the island of Kamaran into a
free region in terms of tourism & indus-
try and manufacture.

The brotherly country of Kuwait ad-
opted that project. In fact, by virtue
of the Economy Minister at that time,
Mr. Mohammed Abdulwahab Jubari
who supported that, the Kuwaiti side
made a visit to the island and prepared
studies about it. While | was complete-
ly engaged in that pondering full of
completely detailed wondering about
all that, some parts of Kamaran island
began to appear.
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Certainly, Mr. Saeed Futaihi, who in-
troduced his name to us, said that we
had reached.

As soon as he said that we had just
arrived at Kamaran, | stopped wonder-
ing that | was utterly indulged in. Nev-
ertheless, my good friend, who had a
sense of humor, Adel Abdul Hameed,
said to him kidding, «Really, Isn>t it Ka-
maran or Hunaish?! Are you sure that
it is Kamaran island?!»

Mr. Adel humorously asked him that
funny question because he was really
afraid of suddenly facing any Eritrian
pirates in this island because of the
most prominent truth that, historically
speaking, Eritrea had previously oc-
cupied the island of the Big Hunaish,
but the International Justice issued its
verdict stating that it is a Yemeni island
that originally Does belong to Yemen.

We camt say that Kamaran island is
really just like the pearl in the hands of
a coal workman as exactly described
by the Saudi writer, Turky Al-Dekheel,
who thus entitled his book that is about
our country. Even if that book was a
typically political book,it might have its
own actual reasons and logical causes
as long as it seriously tried to speci-
fy some of the problems or disclose
some shortcomings actually pertinent
to the political, economical and social
structure in our country.

For us, as soon as we arrived at the
island, we described it as «The pearl
between the sky and the sea». Just
as the Arab voyager, Ebn Masoom Al-
Madani, in 1052, that is, 1120 Hejri,
did, we went to explore the island fol-
lowing the example of his. We went on
according to his saying, «We have kept
on going on for nights and days sailing
and navigating through the billows of
the sea until we reached the island of
Kamaran which was surrounded with
the sea that has a fresh water».

It also has a big mosque as well as
trees and fruits.Regarding the most
incomparable salt called «Kamaran
salt» that is named after this island of
Kamaran, it is surely used for curing
in terms of medical treatment due to
its extreme salinity which is good for
curing several diseases. It is surely
the most peerless salt as far as its so-
lidity and purity are concerned. «We
became so much more enthusiastic
to know more and more extremely
astonishing details about such an is-
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Kamaran

the most attractive virgin
island the details of which
have not been discovered yet

By: Mohammed Abu Alezz
Photographing: Mohammed Alselwi
Translated into English by: Mohammed Mohammed Alfakih

Kamaran island is actually one of the peopled Yemeni moon,this bewitching island unbelievably has two moons, one
islands that is situated in the Red Sea. It was visited by in the sky and the other in the sea.ln fact,the true name of
celebrities such as kings,princes as well as presidents. this island is Kamaran which was its ancient name according
Also, so many visits to such an island were made by so to the historian, Abu Al-Hasan Al-Hamadani in his book

many cosmopolitan voyagers, religious scholars in addition (Arab Island Attribute). The Arabic word “Kamaran” which

to scientists.Some authors believed that the name of is pronounced in this way consists of two words that are
the island is “Qamaran”which,in Arabic,means the two “kamar” which,according to the contemporary dictionary of
moons because of the well-known thinking that people Arabic language, refers to every building that has the arch
can sometimes watch two reflected pictures at once at as in constructing bridges and spans as well as the buildings
both sides of the island in the sense that the sea water built with concretes. for instance, it is said, “the ceiling
surrounding the island gives an opportunity to watch Kamar” which means that the ceiling gets higher and emerges
the reflecting of the double moon.This is the view that upwards. This is a Hemiarite naming such as that of the
attracts the person watching. for us,our imaginations regions of Khawlan, Hamdan, Amran, etc.

have made us to say that despite the earth has just one
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lation to the history of such an island,
we can say that it has been peopled
and settled by humans since immemo-
rial time, specifically since the ancient
Yemeni cultures were established. It
was taken as the most favourite place
for those kings who ruled Tehama. Af-
terwards, in the middle centuries, the
greed of occupation clearly appeared.
In 1513, the Portuguese occupation
took over the island. The Portuguese
leader, Afonso de Alboquerque, spent
three months in the island in a bid to
beseige Aden but in vain. After that, in
1515, the island was occupied by the
kingdoms of Alghoraeen. The Egyp-
tian fleet led by Suleiman Basha and
Hussein Al-Kurdi arrived at the island.
Afterwards, in 1517, it was occupied
by Portugal once again under the lead-
ership of captain called (Lupe Soles)
who built a fort in the island. In 1867,
it was occupied by the British occupa-
tion, but, in 1882, the Ottomans ex-
pelled the British occupation from the
island. Subsequently, the Portuguese
fort was destructed. By then, the Ot-
tomans established quarantining
as well as a station for pilgrims who
were coming via sea from the east of
Africa,India and the far east. During
the first months of the first World war,
there were British discussions about if
it was possible to occupy the island of
Kamaran and the other islands of the
Red Sea that were under the complete
control of Turkey such as Al-Fursan is-
lands. Those who opposed that move
said that by the time war outbroke,
Great Britain officially declared that it
had no regional plans related to the re-
gion. Even the temporary occupation
seemed to be, in the opinion of Arabs
especially the Imam of Yemen, a vio-
lation for that promise. However, the
decision to occupy Kamaran in June,
1915, was taken. The military forces
of the Empire of Russia sent Richard
Denso, the ex-vice consul to Hodeidah
and Kamaran, to the island, which was
evacuated by the Turkish garrisons, to
work as a political official with an addi-
tional responsibility over police, Trea-
sury as well as customs. Meanwhile,
Britain kept on managing the island
of Kamaran while it was at Aden and
there was no official declaration on
the part of Britain regarding the Brit-
ish occupation of Kamaran island. In
1923, Lausanne treaty that divided the
defeated Ottoman Empire declared
the end of Ottoman sovereignty over

the Arab peninsula as well as over the
neighboring islands. That treaty stated
that the British supervision over the is-
land should be for the sake of using
it as quarantining for pilgrims. At that
time, Britain confessed that the island
was designed for that cause according
to that treaty between Britain, France,
Italy and Holland till the year 1938.
In 1949, Britain officially declared its
complete control over the island.It con-
sidered the ruler of Aden as the ruler of
Kamaran. However, the island wasmt
a part of the colony since there was no
legal document for its existence in the
island. Yemen was too weak to expel
it by force. The military location of the
island was not everything regarding
the problem. It was well-known that
the region that was opposite to the is-
land was Al-Saleef area and Ebn Ab-
bass which were rich in oil and petrol.
At that time, the English people in turn
started to make their explorations for
oil in the island. The English people
made several great establishments in
the island. In 1932, they established
Kamaran Airport. Through that Airport,
the warplanes were flying to make air
strikes against the two ports of Maswa
and Asmra during their war with Italy.
IN1940, Kamaran Airport witnessed a
big commercial activity through making
civil air flights between this Airport of
Kamaran and the airport of Aden. The
two airports connected the two cities
together. Their establishments which
they destroyed after their evacuation
reflected as if they had never ever left
it. However, they left it in 1967, in the
last century which witnessed the end
of the occupations in several regions
worldwide. Then, Great Britain did not
become the Empire which the sun
wasmt absent from!!l. As a matter of
fact, it wasn>t merely a matter of oc-
cupation but also a matter of selling
the island. More clearly, the island was
sold by Al-Sharif Hamood, Abiareesh
ruler, to France through the well-
known trader, Mohammed Ben Aqeel.

The British Queen, Elizabeth Il, was
celebrating the day of being the Queen
of the United Kingdom. Despite of the
long time that had passed, she would
not forget the island of Kamaran which
was the only place in which she chose
to spend her honeymoon after her
marriage with the prince, Philip, Duke
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of Edinburgh, in 1947 because the
island of Kamaran had been a Brit-
ish colony since 1915 due to the fact
that the island was completely distin-
guished with all factors of attraction, a
variety of climate, bewitching nature,
pure free-from-pollution environment
in addition to a big basin for various
kinds of fish as well as marine crea-
tures.

As we all know, she and her husband,
Prince Philip, preferred to spend the
best days of their life in this island of
Kamaran. They also spent some days
of their honeymoon specifically at Cre-
sent Hotel in Al-Tawahi district, Aden.
That hotel which was considered an
incomparable amazing architectural
building was built and prepared for the
main goal of being so suitable for them.
They stayed at the second floor of that
hotel, room no (121) .Also, in the fifties
of the last century, the Egyptian king,
Farooq, made a visit to Kamaran for
enjoying its fantastic bewitching scen-
eries and swimming on the basis of
the advices of the British consultants
that the island is one of the most touris-
tic regions in the world. Moreover, so
many members of the ruling family of
the British kingdom made visits to this
island.

After speaking about all those various
features as well as varieties of the en-
vironmental and cultural aspects of
such a fantastic island, we were com-
pletely committed to knowing all that
on the ground. Then, we have decided
to make our visit to Kamaran city which
is really counted as not only the pearl
as well as the crown of the island but
also the open museum that includes
all the tourism products and factors,
in terms of both cultural and environ-
mental dimensions, which the visitors,
tourists, researchers as well as inves-
tors can find. The town of Kamaran is
the first thing to be seen in the island
by the visitor aboard the boat com-
ing from the wharf of Al-Saleef on the
mainland. From the berth of the boats,
the first thing to be seen is the build-
ings of Kamaran city which look like
those of Tehama coastline cities. You
can see Kamaran ancient mosque as
well as Kamaran Ancient Castle over-
looking the sea. However, from the
eastern side, there is a different kind
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land. Our friend, Saeed, made us be
acquainted with one of the people of
the island called Ahmed Abdo. Mr.
Ahmed Abdo was a well-educated guy
who had succeeded and graduated at
the secondary school. He learnt some
English at Alhodeidah city by the time
he wanted to join its university but in
vain because of some obstacles which
refrained him from that ambition. In
fact, from this moment on, our most
interesting part of our marvelous jour-
ney did start. We moved from the is-
land coastline into the city of Kamaran
which is situated in the middle of the
way of the eastern coast of the island.
Regarding this coast, it is certainly one

11

of the most beautiful coasts of Kama-
ran which surrounds Kamaran city
from all sides. Along its coasts,there
is a wide-spread of Almanjaroof trees
with its two kinds,red and black,in
large quantities. There are also the
trees of Alshawdari, Aljandal, Alqa-
ram, Aldaoom, palms, etc. There are
marine grasses, sponges, sea urchins
and reef. In addition, it has a good ma-
rine climate.

Its fertile planted lands makes it the
best touristic resorts of the fourth
place.Before describing the sides of
the island,we are eagerly so pleased
to give all of you a general description
about it.

This island has a very attractive na-
ture of picturesque. It has a variety
of terrains in terms of the type of its
own topography. It varies between
a hill of coralline rocks in most of its
eastern coasts to embody its being as
pearls widely spread on the chest of
a virgin girl and dunes of soft sand as
if it was a nymph (houri) who doesnt
want to leave her favourite place of
recumbency where she is recumbent
because she fears to be badly affected
by any impacts of weather. In the mid-
dle, there are wide lowlands which are
good for agriculture especially in the
south of the island. Thus, the island
miraculously resembles the emerald
that is situated in the middle of that
nice necklace. In addition to that, there
is the marine carving that was created
over years by the waves of the sea in
a very attractive way that left behind
completely bewitching and nice forms
of rocks everywhere. It is just like the
strumming of symphony over years.
This very marvelous symphony gets
renewed throughout the seasons,
days and months. However, regarding
its northern part, it has a level land that
ends in sandy coasts. In this sense,
the trees of Aljandol play the role of
the necklace beads which stand in
order on both sides of the aforemen-
tioned emerald to together form what
is known as Almanjaroof so that the
beauty gets so complete to have its
own great attraction. Al-Manjaroof oc-
cupies wide lands in the north as well
as the north east of Kamaran island. In
this island, there exist so many cam-
els as well as gazelles swimming in its
coasts. It is said that the British people
left the island which, at that time, had
20 thousands gazelles. There are also
a lot of migratory birds and sedentary
birds such as western reef heron, go-
liath heron, eagle, greater spotted ea-
gle, fisheagle, birds of prey, ducks, Ta-
dorna ferruginea, ibises, curlew, loons,
the long-beaked birds, sparrows and
other rare species of marine birds.

Inregard to the marine creatures, in this
island, there are a lot of shrimps and
ornamental fish which make this island
so nice that it has the environmental
and cultural variety in a way that forms
natural musical minims that attract the
ears in a very tremendous method that
seem to announce a carnival of the
seasonal spring in a very nice manner
that can complete the beautiful scen-
ery in the minds of its visitors. In re-



mausoleum has long been visited over
and over by people.

The Ottoman Ruler Headquarters:
Following the triumph made by the
Ottomans over Al-Mamaleek Regime,
this headquarters was considered the
building of the Ottoman Ruler in the is-
land in 1517 (923 Hejri). Then, Al-Ma-
maleek Regime declared to be under
the complete control of the Ottomans.
However, in 920 Hejri, the leader of
Al-Mamaleek, Hussein Kurdi, the lead-
er of Al-Mamaleek campaign against
Yemen, built that headquarters. After-
wards, it was occupied by the Ottoman
Ruler. Nonetheless, as soon as Britain
occupied the Island of Kamaran, that
headquarters of the Ottoman Ruler
was changed into a school. Nowadays,
this headquarters is the administrative
center of Kamaran Directorate.

Paris Garden: Paris garden situated
in the west of the island of Kamran
is actually the greenery oasis that is
full of green fruitful trees, etc. Above
a higher place, this garden starts with
an ancient dam for collecting rain wa-
ter. Then, there are made-of-rock wa-
ter courses where, when the dam get
full of raining water, the flow of water
should run down from that dam. That
dam seemed to immemorially be built
so as to face the extreme lack of fresh
water in the island. However, in the
southern suburb of the city, there is
a royal graveyard as well as anoth-

er wonderful royal garden where the
British soldiers of different Common-
wealth colonies kept on making visits
to when they had holidays. It is called
Alfurah or Alfuraa which is considered
as one of the most astonishing coast
locations in the island. This place is
surely a greenery oasis that consists
of Alsidr trees and palms which stretch
to the coast. It is a location that is good
for making several touristic establish-
ments for bathing, practising all water
sports and tourism. Also, in this very
place,you can see all the best mo-
ments of sunset. Nowadays, it can
actually be restored and reactivated in
a good way that can take care of its
trees of palms and Alsidr trees. The fa-
cilities of the garden should seriously
be given some kind of care and atten-
tion. This location should certainly be
well-seized for the sake of taking care
of the infrastructure of tourism in the
island. Furthermore, there are still the
evanescent remaining parts of a local
railway which is established in front of
the house yard of the British Ruler.

Mukkrram Village: It is one of the
small residential peopled areas which
is situated in the middle of the western
coastline of the island. It is about 8-10
kilo meters away from the city of Ka-
maran. It is a nice coastal village
where fishermen gather.
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Yemen Village: It is a village situated
in the far south of the island which is
about ten kilo meters away from the
city of Kamaran.

Diving Tourism in Kamaran: As ve
aforementioned, there were so many
big projects of investments that were
bound to be established in the nice is-
land because of the undeniable reality
that it is completely distinguished with
all the great capabilities of the factors
of the touristic attraction such as div-
ing tourism and exploring the pearls
in particular. The German expert of
diving called (Dolva Weber) specified
and registered so many diving plac-
es which domt exceed ten meters to
look for pearls. This island of Kama-
ran is surrounded with so many areas
designed for diving,specifically in the
south of the island,such as the areas
called (Farhaa), Al-Mahaseer coast
and Al-Mibkharah. There are also
so many diving areas in the islands,
which form the nice group of islands
that belong to Kamaran island, that
surround Kamaran island.

This group of islands are as follows:
Rasha island, Alzubair island, Keta-
mah island, Ogban island as well as
Aljanool island.

All these islands are certainly good for

diving.
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of buildings, the lounge of Queen Eliz-
abeth Il in particular, the headquarters
of the British ruler, army barracks of
soldiers and officers, and a station for
hydrolysis and water desalting and de-
salination. All of these date back to the
military British colonization. In the side
that is opposite to the berth, there is
an ancient building for a commercial
agency that was built by Dutchmen.
There are also remaining parts of
pavements as well as small bridges.
Among this island>s most historical
monuments as well as archeological
features are as the following:
Kamaran castle: There are different
sayings regarding the date in which
that castle was established and built.
Some believe that it was likely to be
built in the pre-Islamic era, that is,
during the Persian occupation of Ye-
men in the year 625 (575 Hejri) be-
cause of the fact that this fort which
has a giant gate has been built with
huge stones. The building is distin-
guished with its architectural style
which seems to be Persian. The fort
has had several renovations through-
out several consecutive historical stag-
es of time since Al-Ayoobian Regime.
Its building was renovated by the lead-
er of the Portuguese campaign called
(Lube Soles) in 1517. It was renovated
later on by the Ottomans. The castle
consists of so many rooms surround-
ed by separated barricades. The cas-
tle had stores for maintaining food-
stuff and wheat. There is also a water
well. It also has a tunnel. It had ancient
swords. There is also a large chamber
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on the wall of which there is the draw-
ing of the hand palm. Because there
was no good attention to be paid to the
castle that was ignored, the stones of
some parts of its walls fell down.

The ancient mosque of Kamaran: Its
building dates back to the year 1515
(921 Hejri). It was built by Hussein
Alkurdi, the leader of kingdoms cam-
paign (Al-Mamaleek campaign). It had
been broadened and renovated many
times for different in-a-row historical
stages of time. The last time to be ren-
ovated was in 1948. When the Egyp-
tian king, Farooq, made a visit to the
island before the Yemeni revolution
erupted, he provided his donations for
the sake of renovating and broadening
the old mosque in order to be changed
into a bigger mosque where friday
prayer should be performed. The Brit-
ish ruler in the island was authorized to
follow that. Nevertheless, at the pres-
ent time, this mosque suffers from the
worst impacts of moisture and salinity.

Aljabbanah Mosque: The building
of this mosque which is existent in
Kamaran island dates back to the his-
toric period pertaining to the era of
Al-Mamaleek Regime (Kingdoms Re-
gime) when they existed in the island
so as to face the Portuguese attack
in the south of the Red Sea. In 921
Hejri (1515), by the time the ship of
the leader of Al-Mamaleek, Hussein
Al-Kurdi, arrived at Al-Hodeidah for
fueling, the ruler of Al-Hodeidah at

that time rejected that. As a result, he
began to strike Al-Hodeidah port with
artillery. Therefore, he took the stones
of Al-Hodeidah port into the island of
Kamaran for the major objective of
building Aljabannah mosque where
he performed friday prayer as well as
Eid prayer. Nonetheless, at the time
being, Aljabbanah mosque is neglect-
ed and has got no care paid. This
mosque should be given care and at-
tention so that it should not suffer from
damages in a row.

The Iragi Tomb: The person buried in
this tomb is a religious scholar whose
full name was Abu Abdullah Moham-
med Ben Hussein Ben Abdawaih Al-
Eraqi. He was born in a place that was
near the city of Al-Basrah, Iraq. He
travelled into Yemen and kept on mov-
ing between Aden and Zabeid. In 505
Hejri, he settled in Kamaran island. He
had a good fame that widely spread,
so the people felt lucky to be acquaint-
ed with him. He worked at trading
business in Al-Habashah (i.e Ethiopia)
and India. He was also engaged in
looking for science and teaching. His
meals were restricted to only rice due
to his asceticism and abidance. He
live in the island until he died in 525
Hejri. He was buried near his mosque
in the island. A made-of-famous-sand
shrine was built on his tomb. That




Yemeni Coffee is globally the main
reason of Yemenrs most prominent
good fame

Compared to any coffee else world-
wide,Yemeni coffee actually has
two main distinctive features. Firstly,
planting Yemeni coffee depends on
agricultural terraces. Secondly, Ye-
meni coffee is dried under the natu-
ral rays of the sun.

Definitely, Yemeni coffee is com-
pletely distinguished with its special
unique taste that is certainly different
from that of all other kinds of coffee
that are planted and produced by
other countries all over the world. Itis
certain that Yemeni coffee trees are
planted on mountainous agricultural
terraces and on the top of moun-
tains especially in the governorates
of Taiz, Ibb, Al-Dhalara, Lahj, Abyan,
Sanava, Al-Mahwait, Hajah, Sadd-
ah, Al-Hodeidah, Amran, Raimah,
Dhamar, etc.

Coffee drink can actually been made
depending on the coffee trees distin-
guished with white flowers the smell
of which is just like that of the flow-
ers of jasmines. The coffee beans of
coffee tree are highly distinguished
with a red colour that resembles that
of cherries. In fact, Arab coffee bev-
erage is widely so much more well-
known than that coffee beverage
called «Robusta» which is of a less-
er flavour and more bitter than Arab
coffee drink. Similarly, as long as
there is actually a variety of places
in Yemen for planting coffee, there is
also a variety of coffee preparation
methods that are extremely incom-
parable compared to anywhere else.
In Yemen, there is definitely a variety
of coffee kinds as well as a variety of
coffee preparation ways. More clear-
ly, to clarify such a variety, we can
surely mention some of coffee types
as follows;

«There are actually a black-in-colour
Arab coffee (Alsaffi coffee), Alge-
shr coffee (bitter coffee), Al-Adh-
ramiah coffee, Alsananyah coffee,
Albaydhaniah coffee, Arab coffee
with dates, and coffee with honey &
corny.

In addition, there are, of course,
several agricultural classifications
for Yemeni coffee. Among these
classifications, there are surely four

major kinds of Yemeni coffee which
are prominent such as Altofahi, Alo-
daini, Alboraee and Aldwairi. Every
and each kind factually has its own
distinctive characteristics in terms
of its form as well as its environ-
mental and productive distinctions.
These four kinds are known by their
domestic names on the basis of the
regions to which they originally do
belong such as Alhamadi, Alharazi,
Alyafaee, Alanesi, Alhaimi, Alkhaw-
lani, Alboraee, Alraimi, Alhawari, etc.
Incomparably, all types of Yemeni
coffee are highly featured with the
highest distinguished, unique quality
the main source of which is undoubt-
edly the good Yemeni nature which
is certainly distinguished with the
unique variety of its terrains which
are assuredly the most suitable plac-
es for planting all the four types of
coffee worldwide on the basis of
some precise differences that the
Yemeni farmers completely under-
stand. More explicitly, some kinds
of Yemeni coffee require a certain
height as well as a specific quantity
of water. Some types of coffee can
bear drought. Some others prefer
the hills. Others prefer the valleys
of running water. Nonetheless, the
joint factor of similarity among the
four types of coffee is doubtlessly
the temperate climate throughout
the year. In this sense, such a tree
can never ever be frostbitten by the
winter of the most extreme coldness.
Also, the moisture of the hottest
summer can never ever have any
negative impacts on the good quality
of coffee harvest. Furthermore, the
Yemeni farmers are clearly so expe-
rienced that they, generation by gen-
eration, over years, have inherited a
lot of the most distinguished agricul-
tural skills from their grandfathers in
the sense that they have long been
so distinguished with completely un-
derstanding all the good timings of
agriculture in terms of seasons either
during seeding, planting, providing
the agricultural care or harvesting.
They are extremely good at follow-
ing the imperatively good stages of
harvesting so as to go by the nat-
ural system of the gradual phases
of the best fruitfulness for the main
objective of eventually getting the
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best yield during harvest time. Thus,
Yemeni farmers can get the best
fruits of Yemeni coffee which are red
in colour. Nonetheless, some other
farmers wait until the colour of such
coffee beans become purple or grey
which are bound to be dark brown.
Every quantity of coffee beans that
have been harvested should not be
mixed with any previously collected
quantities but every quantity must
independently be dried. Meanwhile,
the coffee beans that fall down by
theirselves should be put aside be-
cause of having been full of mois-
ture».

The Mexican coffee expert who
made a visit to our country, Yemen,
in the early 1990s of the last century
described that saying, «Pharaohs of
Egypt were distinguished with build-
ing pyramids and the pharaohs of
Yemen were distinguished with con-
structing the agricultural terraces for
Yemeni coffee trees. However, the
difference between the two peoples
is that the people of Egypt did not
get any benefits later on from what
was done by their grandfathers in
the past after their decease so far
but the people of Yemen are still get-
ting benefit from what's been done
by their grandfathers since immemo-
rial time till now especially in regard
to the coffee agricultural terraces».

Global wide-spread & tremendous
fame of coffee

The places of Makkah where coffee
was being drunk were considered
the suitable places for political meet-
ings which were held by those per-
sons who were expelled by Imams
from sessions of mosques. Imams
prohibited drinking coffee from the
year 1512 to the year 1524 because
coffee was the drink which had been
considered the symbol of the politi-
cal opposition during kingdoms Re-
gime in Hejaz.

In 1530, «Hanah Qahwah» was the
first coffeehouse in the world to be
opened in Damascus. Also, Cairo
did not wait alot but began to ar-
range the tables for opening the
first coffeehouse. Both coffeehous-
es became Ottoman. Coffee drink
actually moved from Yemen into Is-
tanbul when the Sultan, Suleiman
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In the previous issue no (49) of
Yemenia magazine, part one of
our research pertinent to the
history as well as the origin of
Yemeni coffee was published,
so, in this issue of the magazine,
the second part has just been
published. Notwithstanding the
. + frequent prohibitions made by
several doctrines, regions as
well as cities regarding coffee

% beverage took place, the Yemeni
o= coffee and coffee drink got the
'*;-c_,h“ - most well-known fame all over
o ""?-...i the world in a very astonishing

way that made all classes of
societies all over the world to
do love the most incomparable
coffee beverage so much.
Historian, Judge, Mohammed
Ben Ali Al-Akwa’a said describing
. coffee tree, "The most famous
; I natural Yemeni products today
is that of coffee tree the most
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Joffee is originally
from nYemen (2-2)
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= Tronsloted into English by: Mohammed Mohammed Alfakih

prominent global fame of
which is really so great that
such a good fame of such a
tree led to the well-known
fame of Yemen abroad with-
out any need of any propa-
ganda. If Yemen took advan-
tage of such a coffee tree so
well, the profitability would
ultimately be so much dou-
bled. The coffee beans were
so famous outside Yemen and
the peels of coffee beans
were well-used inside Yemen
for making the type of cof-
fee beverage called “Qeshr”.
Meanwhile, modern science,
after holding a scientific
analysis, has confirmed that
the peels of coffee are use-
fulin terms of health because
of having vitamins. The best
original Yemeni coffee is situ-
ated in the hill called “Al-Ser-

wat” and its quality variously
depends on the difference : 2 ==
based on the region that it ——a "
originally belongs to and is
named after. Among the most %
prominent kinds of Yemeni
coffee are as the following:
Almatari, Alanesi, Alkuraibi,
Alosmani and Alhamadi. It can
also be planted southward
Alnajd Hill. It is abundantly
available in Saro Hemiar, that
is, Yafa'a area as well.

There is some kind of cof-
fee which becomes fruitful
twice a year or throughout
the year, that is, a year-long
fruitfulness.

This type of coffee is avail-
able in Bura’a mountain, which
is overlooking eastward
Tehama, as well as in Raimah
Alashbat.




ropean guests but also some of the
coffee beans were donated by him to
the king. Surely, the French people
admired the coffee beverage. In this
sense, the Turkish people described
the coffee beverage as the magical
drink because it could increase the
mental concentration, activity, assid-
uousness and diligence. Between
July, 1669, and, May, 1670, coffee
beverage was perfectly able to es-
tablish the habit of drinking coffee
among the diplomats in France. Af-
ter his tour in the Eastern Arab world,
Mr. Thevenot took coffee beans and
taught French people how to pre-
pare coffee beverage. At that time, it
was the first time for French people
to know about coffee beverage.

The person called Pasqua Rosee
established the first coffeehouse in
Paris in 1672. It was the only cof-
feehouse for selling coffee bever-
age in the whole town until Procopio
Cuto opened his coffeehouse called
«Cafe Procope» in 1686. This cof-
feehouse is still existent till now
because it has long been the most
important place for the cultural meet-
ings. Voltaire, Rousseau and Denis
Dodeau constantly kept on coming to
such a place. In regard to the first cof-
feehouse in England, it was opened
in Oxford by a Jewish Syrian person
called Jacob (Yagoob) in 1652. That
coffeehouse was situated in Angel
Street besides St Peter Military lo-
cation in the east of the town. This
coffeehouse which is known as the
Grand Cafe is still existent till now.
Queenys Lane Cafe in Oxford that
is still existent till now as well was
established in 1645. In London, the
first coffeehouse was opened in St
Michaels Alley, in Cornhill, in 1652.
Its owner was Pasqua Rosee who
was a servant for an Ottoman trader
named Daniel Edwards. Daniel Ed-
wards was the trader who imported
coffee and helped Pasqua Rosee
establish the coffeehouse in St Mi-
chael street. From the year 1670 to
the year 1685, the number of coffee-
houses in London highly increased.
By then, coffeehouses started to
have a political significance in the
English society because they were
well-known as the places of bets. By
the year 1675, there were more than

three thousands cafes which were
widely spread in only England. In the
year 1667, Kara Hamie, an ex-offi-
cer in the Army of Al-Qustantiniah
(Istanbul), opened the first cafe in
the centre of Bukharest city which
was the capital of Lasha Emirate at
that time where the Roman National
Bank headquarters is situated now-
adays. In 1683, coffee widely spread
in Austria after the Ottomans were
defeated in the battle called «Vienna
battle».

Then, the Austrians took the spoils
of Muslims.Among the spoils taken
were pots for preparing Turkish cof-
fee as well as big sacks of coffee
beans which were believed by the
Austrians to be the food for camels.
However, one of the Austrian war-
riors whose name was Jerzy Fran-
ciszek Kulczycki, originally from Po-
land, who had previously been taken
as a captive by the Turkish soldiers
for two years, exactly knew what
were the things the sacks contained.
In the same year, he opened the first
cafe in Vienna. Certainly, one of the
Austrian traditions related to adding
milk into coffee beverage was at-
tributed to Kulczycki. Also, one of Vi-
enna avenues was named after him.
By the second half of the 17th centu-
ry, anyway, the coffee as well as the
culture of drinking coffee got widely
spread. The first cafe in Vienna was
established by Johannes Theodat,
an Armenian trader, in 1685. Fifteen
years later, other Armenian persons
opened a cafe which was perfectly
good at providing coffee in that town.
In Germany, at first, cafes were es-
tablished in the northern ports such
as Bremen port in 1673 and Ham-
burg port in1677. Germans, at the
beginning, agreed upon the English
name, coffee, but, by the 18th centu-
ry, they adopted the French name of
coffee, that is, cafe, which became
a Germanic word. Then, this word
slowly changed into «kaffee» which
is really the word being used now-
adays. In the 18th century, coffee
drink got so much more popular and
well-known all over Germany. Then,
it started going upwards to be promi-
nently so well-known among the high
ruling classes. Moreover, in the early
1675, coffee beverage was provided
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to the Great Frederick William court.
However, the first cafe to be opened
in Berlin was in the year 1721.
After that, coffee moved into North-
ern America during colonization
where the first cafe was opened by
captain Gabriel De Clieu in the city
of Boston in 1670. Gabriel was sent
by the French king, Louise, to Mart-
inique Island in the Caribbean sea.
Afterwards, coffee got widely spread
in Haiti Island, Mexico, etc.

In 1737, coffee also got widely spread
in New York. Nevertheless, the most
favourite drink was tea, so, at first,
coffee drink was not welcomed so
well till the year 1820. However, after
war, when Britain stopped exporting
tea to America, coffee drink began
to be so much more popular that it
finally did replace tea.

Coffee Machinery & Global Devel-
opment

In the year 1884, Angelo Morion-
do was the first inventor of the ma-
chinery called Espresso which was
different from machineries being
used at the time being. That ma-
chinery was so big that it was not
as required. Seventeen years later,
Luigi Bezzera made new changes
into that machinery such as steam
pressure and accordingly got patent,
in 1901, entitled,» Innovations in the
machinery to prepare and immedi-
ately serve coffee beverage».

In 1905, the Iltalian person called
DesideroPavoni  purchased that
patent and began to commercially
manufacture it. The quickly prepared
coffee beverage was invented by Al-
phonse Allais in France in 1881.
In 1890, in New zealand, it made
David Strang get a patent. Then,
he started to sell it under the name
«Strang>s coffee». His patent was
called (Dry Hot-Air). Also, in 1901,
it was attributed to the Japanese
scientist named Satori Kato. He
brought it in one of the shows in
Buffalo, New York. In 1910, George
Constant developed the quickly pre-
pared coffee of his own and began to
commercially sell it. Then, in 1938,
Nestle company of Switzerland es-
tablished Nescafe as a trademark
and started to sell it in Switzerland.
That happened when the Brazilian
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Al-Qanoni, invaded Yemen. During
his regime, as immediately as the
beverage of steeped coffee beans
was provided to him, he liked it and
had to take coffee beans into Istan-
bul. In the Ottoman palace, one
cooker managed to invent a new
way to prepare that coffee bever-
age through roasting coffee beans,
grinding them and finally cooking
them slowly in water above the fire
of burning coals. Then, coffee bever-
age was counted as a main drink in
the palace. Meanwhile, a new job of
coffee maker (coffee cooker) in the
palace, which was known in Turkish
language as «Kahvecibasi» (Kahfa-
ji), was created.

Subsequently, there was a wide-
spread of the roasted coffee drink
not the steeped coffee beverage.
Afterwards, the culture of coffee
moved from the Sultanate palace
into all the people of the whole soci-
ety. Istanbul witnessed the opening
of the first coffeehouse in the world
named «Alkahfakhan» in the 15th
century, specifically in 1555, which
was opened by two Syrian persons,
one from Aleppo and the other from
Damascus. In his writings during

the years (1642-1649) about that
inaugurating of the aforementioned
coffeehouse, the Ottoman historian,
Ibrahim Pecevi, said, «By 1555, in
the dignified city of Qustantiniah (i.e
Istanbul) as well as in all the Otto-
man regions, in general, there were
no coffee beverages or coffeehous-
es. However, in that same year, a
man, who was from Aleppo, named
Hakam, and another man, who
was a taleteller, from Damascus,
named Shams, came to the town.
They opened their coffee houses
(Tahtakale) for selling coffee. Then,
they both started to sell coffee. After
his visit made to Istanbul and Jeru-
salem in both years, 1573 and1575,
the German physician, Leonhard
Rauwolf, described the coffee bev-
erage saying, «lt is a black-in-colour
drink, just like ink, which is good for
the medical treatment especially for
the stomach disease. It is a very hot
beverage which is drunk by them by
using made-of-pottery cups or cups
of trays in the open-air in the early
morning without paying any atten-
tion to anybody. Despite the coffee
beverage is very hot, they have to
slowly drink it,sip by sip».

After that, coffeehouses widely
spread all over Turkey and became
a part and parcel of their Turkish
culture and Turkish heritage. Those
coffeehouses were known as «Keva
Han» where people went to write
and read poetry while drinking the
most delicious drink of coffee. In re-
lation to the first coffeehouse in the
continent of Europe, outside the Ot-
toman lands, it was, as a matter of
fact, opened in the 17th century by
the time the coffeehouses have in-
creasingly got a popular fame. That
first coffeehouse was opened in the
city of Venice, situated in western
Europe in 1629 because of the activ-
ity of trading and cargo between the
two ports, Gaza and La Serenissi-
ma of Venice city. However, the old-
est coffeehouse in Venice city was
opened in 1645. Afterwards, Coffee
did move into Italy where the first
coffeehouse was opened in 1660. In
the year 1669, coffee was moved into
France by Suleiman Agha who was
sent to Paris by Mohammed the fifth
with gifts to king, Louise the ninth.He
took with him a large quantity of cof-
fee beans. Not only coffee beverage
was provided to the French and Eu-




Almakha was the most significant
cityin Yemen

In both the sixteenth century and the
eighteenth century,Almakha city had
a wonderful prosperity and a great
architectural development. At that
time, historically, it had the most fa-
mous ports in the world and one of the
most important commercial centers
situated in the Red Sea. Through its
port from where coffee was export-
ed, Almakha city made the world
know Coffee. Also, Almakha port
was the cause that made Yemen as
well as Yemeni coffee globally well-
known because it was the port from
which Yemeni coffee, which was of
the most distinguished high quality
compared to any coffee else, was
exported. Therefore, Yemeni coffee
is still named after Alimakha port till
now, that is, it is named «Mochay.
In Almakha, Dutchmen held the most
expensive commercial bargains for
Yemeni coffee. They also kept on
importing it into their commercial
centers in the northwest of India and,

after that, into Holland which started
selling Yemeni coffee in 1661. Then,
they had a great competition with
the French as well as the British in
that regard. That competition led to
establishing Dutch and French cen-
ters for Yemeni coffee in Almakha.
Thus, the cargoes of Yemeni coffee
were exported from Almakha into the
whole world.

In the summer of 1616, the cos-
mopolitan voyager, Van Den Bro-
eck, who was one of the heads of
the Dutch commercial expeditions,
made a visit to Almakha city and its
port. He says, «Almakha port was
considered the most famous com-
mercial centers in the Red Sea and
that it was an extremely wide port
which was not surrounded with a
fence but open from all sides. At that
time, historically, that port was deco-
rated with several nice houses which
were built with blue and white stones.
Most of Almakha houses were built
with red bricks. The rest of the hous-
es the roofs of which were made of
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mud were built with canes and clays.
There were also two mosques in
Almakha city. There was also a cas-
tle which was built with sculpted
blue stones in the north of the city
towards the sea for the main goal of
protecting the berth (the mooring) of
the ships. Almakha castle was also
supported with metal artillery which
contained iron bombs».

He continues describing the city,
«The situation of Almakha city has
improved since the first Ottoman
occupation of this city. It has de-
veloped and prospered since the
beginning of the sixteenth century
when the process of exporting Ye-
meni coffee from its port which sub-
sequently became one of the most
well-known ports. The high number
of the commercial ships that arrived
at Almakha port led to the prosperi-
ty of the city in a way that widened
the commercial business in Aimakha
city. Trading in Almakha and the pro-
cess of commercial activity (buying
& selling) was four fold better than
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Government made a contact with
Nestle Company to find a solution
for its extra excessive quantity of cof-
fee beans it had. That series of de-
velopment can actually be described
in the form of three moves of coffee
as follows:

1-The move of the first coffee:

This move began to concentrate on
the great production disregard to the
quality and taste for the goal of profit-
ability. The pioneers of such a move
were Nescafe, Maxwell House and
Folgers. The product of such a move
was the quickly prepared coffee.
2-The move of the second coffee:
This move started in 1966. The pio-
neers of this move were the coffee
of Starbucks and Peebs coffee. This
move contributed to providing the
beverage of Espresso to the whole
world and spreading beverages
such as latte, Cappuccino, America-
no, Mocha, etc.

Starbucks coffee was the pioneer
in the second move. A lot of people
worldwide resorted to following the
steps of Starbucks as a business
model. This business model focused
on widening through increasing the
number of branches, but that led to
the decrease of the ability to have
a control over the quality of coffee.
That was really the reason behind its
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loss of the quality and the constant
taste.

3-The move of the third coffee:

To increase the quality of coffee,
the way of agriculture, production,
harvesting, treatment, broasting and
preparing coffee should cope with
the highest standards of quality.
Transparency in regard to the spe-
cialized coffee is counted as a very
significant priority. Barista can give
the information about it.

For instance, here, whabs taken into
consideration are the date of roast-
ing, from which region as well as
the way of treatment. This is called
the third move of specialized coffee
because, according to such a move,
evaluating coffee should imperative-
ly be over 80 out of 100 in terms of
marks or degrees and this evalua-
tion should be implemented by ap-
proved evaluators of the World Cof-
fee Organization. In addition, there
are different ways to prepare such
a coffee such as using pulling tools
and distillation tools like Chemex,
V60, etc.

Yemeni Coffee moved outside
Yemen

History books assert that Yemen
was the first country from which cof-
fee trees and coffee fruits moved

into all the parts of the world and
that Yemenis planted coffee trees in
the fifteenth century. Yemenis also
used the peels of coffee beans as
coffee beverage. They also export-
ed the inner pith of coffee abroad via
Istanbul, the capital of the Ottomani
country, and via Egypt as well from
the end of the sixteenth century to
the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury. However, regarding how the
way of planting it moved into the oth-
er countries, the coffee seeds were
illegally and illegitimately moved out-
side Yemen for the first time.
Afterwards, planting coffee ap-
peared for the first time in India in
1670 through Papa Bodin who stole
seven coffee beans at Almakha port
while he was going to Makkah for pil-
grimage. As soon as he went back
to his country, he planted them in
the hills of (Alskekmalghoor). Then,
they were planted by some traders
of Venice city. Nonetheless, at that
time, Yemen considered coffee a na-
tional monopoly the seeds of which
were prohibited to be taken outside
Yemen. In 1690, Dutchmen came
to take coffee trees from Yemen.
In 1715, they moved coffee trees
from Yemen into Southern Ameri-
ca, specifically into the city of Saint
Domingue, and, afterwards, into
Brazil in 1727. They also planted
coffee in the colony of Java (Jawa)
in Indonesia. Subsequently, there
appeared that kind of coffee that is
called «Java coffee».

In 1727, the Portuguese king, Fran-
cisco De Melo Palheta, decided to
take coffee beans from the French
people. In his own private way,
he managed to acquire the coffee
beans and planted them in Brazil.
At that time, Brazilian government
had to prepare countless hectares of
lands and forests for the main goal
of making them good for planting cof-
fee as long as the climate of Brazil
is as moderate as that of Yemen and
Ethiopia. Therefore, Brazil is consid-
ered the most exporting country for
coffee in the world. Thus, Yemen lost
its high place in this regard as well
as its well-known trading in Yemeni
coffee. As a result, Aimakha city also
lost its strategic importance.



lowing year, the two communities
returned to go on their commercial
business in Almakha. Imam, Alman-
sor Hussein Ben Algasem, changed
that person who was in charge of
Almakha through appointing Judge,
Muhialdeen Alarasi. Then, the Imam
wrote the following text to the afore-
mentioned communities, «Thank
God, to those English people and
Dutchmen who are close to us in
terms of friendliness, we>ve got and
investigated into what you wrote to
us, so werve changed the person
in charge of Almakha. My best re-
gards».

In the seventh of May, 1801, Sir
Home Roger Boupham who was
aboard the ship called Roman near
the coastline of Almakha, sent the
surgeon, Pringle, Mumbai Gowt As-
sistant, to Sanara carrying letters,
shawls as well as Atlantic cloths to
Imam as gifts. Then, Mr. Pringle was
able to get an approval to establish
a marine hospital in Almakha. Sir
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Home, while waiting in Almakha, re-
alised that there should be no difficul-
ty to found a commercial agency in
Almakha too. Therefore, he attempt-
ed to get an approval from Imam to
establish a new building. That British
Commercial Agency had remained
till the late nineteenth century de-
spite of the frequent problems with
the authorities of Aimakha as well as
the acts of despoilment and depre-
dations. However, in 1820, the En-
glish Armada under the leadership
of captain, Laemeli, shelled Alimakha
and deployed the forces to occupy it.
Then, they made an agreement with
Almakha ruler to establish a com-
mercial agency, but Imam rejected
that. In the late nineteenth century,
the port of Aimakha began to lose its
importance while there were a great
prosperity for Aden port, which the
British gow»t was interested in devel-
oping, as well as a great prosperity
for Al-Hodeidah port, which was es-
tablished by the Ottoman country
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at that time. Also, what made the
stature of Almakha port decrease
was the ltalian-Ottoman war through
which the city of Alimakha suffered
alot. During that war that happened
in 1911, Almakhas> castles, houses,
great palaces as well as tremendous
trading centers were destructed.
Furthermore, during the first World
war, as a result of an attack launched
by Britain against the Ottoman coun-
try in 1915, Almakha city was devas-
tated. In addition, one of the main
causes of the deteriorating produc-
tion of Yemeni coffee was that there
appeared new producers of coffee in
the world such as Brazil and Mexi-
co. Moreover, planting Qat trees in
wide lands all over Yemen was also
one of the major reasons in this very
regard. Accordingly, nowadays, the
city of Aimakha is in dire need of get-
ting its port reactivated once again
so that it can be a port for exporting
Yemeni coffee.




that of Jeddah city. The Western ori-
entalist, Jacques Nicolas Bellin, who
draw a map for Almakha city in 1764,
made a visit to Almakha city.

That city was devastated because
of the mutual shelling that happened
between the Ottoman country and
the countries that planned to occupy
the Ottoman country. After the Otto-
mans first left Yemen in 1049 Hejri,
that is, in the year, 1640, Almakha
city recovered its stature as a com-
mercial center to the extent that, in
the seventeenth century, the city of
Almakha had its highest prosperity,
according to the historian, Abdul-
wasea Alwasaee. The best coffee is
called by the western people «Moc-
ka or Mocha Coffee» because ibs
named after Aimakha. In the Modern
Age, Yemeni coffee was the best
merchandise to be exported abroad
via Almakha port. In addition, in the
ancient era, Alsaber (cactuses or
cacti), incense, arak sticks as well
as big quantities of raisins were ex-

ported.

Almakha city faced several military
campaigns made by those who had
greeds towards Yemen. Atop those
military campaigns were the Portu-
guese compaign which were widely
spread in the ports of Yemen at the
early tenth Hejri century. Those cam-
paigns were the main cause of the
competition between the Ottoman
country and the British government
over the region.

Subsequently, the Ottoman country
made several military campaigns.
As a result, the Portuguese were
expelled and the Portuguese occu-
pation in the Yemeni coastlines was
removed. Moreover, some historical
references mention that Almakha
faced Dutch-English aggression be-
cause of a happening that took place
in 1735 (1148 Hejri), that is, Ahmed
Khazendar, the responsible person
of Almakha, expelled the Dutch-En-
glish Commercial Communities from
Almakha because they did not abide

AAAREIA

by the local laws and regulations.
However, the two governments of
the two Communities, the Dutch
Community as well as the English
Community, came to Almakha, ac-
companied by Marine Forces, to
forcibly make the two communities
be back to Almakha. Despite they
managed to occupy Almakha castle
and shelled Almakha with several
bombs of their artilleries, they were
not able to occupy Almakha city.
Nevertheless, the protection defend-
ers of Almakha besieged the invad-
ers inside the castle and stopped
any supply of theirs. Then, the cap-
tain of the ship of the invaders had
to act as a mediator between the two
sides, that is, the two Communities
and Almakha responsible person, on
the basis that the two communities
should come back to Almakha and
abide by all the local laws imposed
and that both the English forces and
the Dutch forces should instantly
withdraw from the castle. In the fol-
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