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liken water to water because you won’t
find any better comparisons that satis-
fies you more than this. Such serenity
transcends everything, so that you can
see splendor in the water.

The Civet Cat is one of the rarest ani-
mals in the world. Using its glands, this
cat produces a substance with a pungent
smell called “Civet” which is used to
consolidate the scent of perfumes. This
substance is obtained by withdrawing it
from the cat or by eviscerating its per-
ineal glands. This substance represents
one of the main sources of income that

some of Socotra’s residents live on.
Another feature that Socotra has is the
existence of some of the rarest falcons,
such as the Busaidi Falcon, that exclu-
sively lives in Socotra Island. The resi-
dents of Socotra call it “Albaldia Bird”,
referring to the department of cleanli-
ness, because it cleans the island of all
the waste left by the tourists that camp
in the island. It also cleans the coasts of
all the dead fish .

Socotra’s dolphins aren’t only tame like
other dolphins but also friendly. When
you sail on your boat, they welcom-

ingly greet you. You can also see them
having a joyful festival undersea, as if
they’re delighted with existing in this
pure water, that’s pure like the island’s
residents’ hearts.

The residents of Socotra are as pure as
water and are standing tall like its rare
trees. Between Socotra and its residents,
there is a harmony cemented with the
clay they came from. So, they originated
from this island that has become green
because of their green hearts. They get
way more delighted with the arrival of
a stranger than the stranger’s delight
for arriving at such a green oasis after
a long journey to rest among its breezes.
In fact, they’re famous for their hospi-
tality, that can’t ever spring to anyone’s
mind, with strangers and passers-by.
You can see them serve the meat of their
livestock to all visitors who pass by their
shadows or step in their grassy lands.
Socotra is a geographical wonder and
the maiden of nature. Socotra is known
for its marvelous caves that look as if
they have escaped from the books of
myths and settled in the imaginary land
of Socotra which is the only island that
can contain all of these myths and won-
ders. As you place a foot at the entry of
these caves, you’ll have a feeling of go-
ing into a time machine because you’ll
see yourself in a different era, not the
one you came from.

You'll walk four kilometers into the
depths of these caves, unable to reach
their end.

The protrusions hanging from the ceil-
ings of these caves are not frozen ice
from the earliest eras of history, but
they seem to be blown from the spirit
of bright crystal, as if history hid all its
treasures in these caves so as not to be
found. Eventually, you’ll have a feeling
that you’ve seen these caves only in
your dreams and never imagined to find
them in reality due to not having come
to Socotra before .
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When you wander on the asphalt road,
along the island, you will see Dam Al-
akhween trees, scientifically known
as Dracaena Cinnabari, lined up, as if
they’re standing to receive you. This
unique tree, which is the island’s charm
and one of its wonders, has become a
legend due to its actual origin.

It’s said that it was named “Dam Al-
akhween”, meaning blood of the two
brothers, because Cain killed his broth-
er, Abel, there, and this tree grew from
Abel’s blood. Also, there are other leg-
ends concerning this tree that never
grows in any other places but Socotra
Island. Many people have tried to move
and plant this tree, but it directly dies as
soon as it leaves the island, as if the soul
of this tree is connected to this charm-
ing island.

If you break a branch of this tree, it will
start bleeding because its arteries are
full of blood. Therefore, the residents of
Socotra paint the doors of their homes
and their pottery utensils with the blood
of Dam Alakhween tree as a talisman to
repel evil spirits.

Socotra Island is not only unique for
containing Dam Alakhween tree, but
also for containing exceptional plants,
birds, animals, insects, butterflies, rep-
tiles, snails, and fish, that can never
exist in any other similar islands. Con-
sequently, Socotra Island has been clas-
sified as one of the most wondrous and
beautiful places in the world.
Moreover, Socotra Island is character-
ized by the abundance and diversity of
bird species. 120 bird species have been
discovered and reported, including 30
of which that are settled and breeding
in the island. Also, a large number of
migratory bird species have been dis-
covered in this island as well as other
bird species that never exist in any oth-
er places in the world, but in Socotra
Island Socotra Island is located on the
side of the Indian Ocean, opposite the
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coasts of the Horn of Africa, in the east
of Aden Gulf. It’s an archipelago con-
sisting of four islands, including two
districts, Hadibu District whose town
center is Hadibu and Qalansiyah and
Abd Al-Kuri District whose town cen-
ter is Qalansiyah. These islands were
subject to Hadhramout Governorate un-
til December 2013 when a presidential
decree was issued to upgrade Socotra
Archipelago to a governorate. After the
presidential decree, a twenty-rial coin,
with the inscription of Dam Alakhween
tree, was issued.

Socotra Island is an open museum and
the eighth paradise in the land of Ye-
men. It’s like the only glossary for all of
the amazement and beauty vocabularies
that are deeply rooted in history and the
heart of geography.

When you stand on its shores, your
awareness will broaden, your expres-
sions will shrink, your alphabet will
fade away, your senses will shudder, and
you will feel the reality of manifestation
and solutions when you realize that the
water is your first key of happiness.
The serenity of its coasts will make you
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were made up of volcanic ash mixed
with limestone and beach sand under
high heat and pressure. The Lebanese
backpacker and writer, Amin Al-Ri-
hani, described these cisterns as “one
of the most beautiful works of archi-
tecture in the world”. Also Professor
of architecture in Sana’a University,
Hazim Shukri, described them as one
of the most important water solutions,
constructed by the Yemenis to face the
drought and reserve water for drinking
and agricultural purposes.

Genius of Architecture

These cisterns, with their unique wa-
ter architecture, are one of the great-
est proof of Yemeni people’s genius.
They’re built in a water-poor volcanic

environment, lacking water, to preserve
the water chain’s straits and cisterns
after the water has passed through the
liquidation stages to get rid of silt and
sand. They also protect the city of Aden
against flooding through strait and cis-
tern chains, descending from the upper
long valley to the Gulf of Aden beach.
The cisterns were designed, so that the
small ones, with the rising vents of wa-
ter straits in the cisterns, operate at the
beginning of the valley as dams to clean
sand and silt. Therefore, when the first
cistern, at the top of the valley, is filled
with flood water, the excess water flows
through channels and straits to the sec-
ond cistern, filling it up and then over-
flowing to the next cistern, and thus to
the last strait in the Gulf of Aden.

In his book” Sahareej Aden”, the Ye-
meni researcher, Abdullah Ahmed
Mehaires, stated that, unlike the other
cisterns and tanks in Aden, the cisterns
of Aden’s drainage system was not lim-
ited to the purpose of storing water to
be supplied to consumers. Yet, it was a
professional dynamic and technological
system that made it a means of collect-
ing water through

barrier walls. These walls are either
carved into the rock or built with stones
and clippings. In fact, these walls carry
out three tasks including collecting wa-
ter, keeping stones and silt fallen from
waterfalls, and directing water through
a series of walls, so that it’s drained
where it should be.




The Timing

of Constructing the Cisterns
The precise timing of constructing this
architectural marvel, located in Aden
City, is unknown. Yet, studies and re-
search stated that they go back to the
15th century BC, assuming that they
were built by the Humayrians. This pe-
riod of history, the Humayrian era, is
the most probable timing of construct-
ing the Cisterns of Aden because Hu-
mayrian Era was known for construct-
ing dams that featured their existence.
This era also presented the best solu-
tions for water problems in more than
one Yemeni city and region.
Furthermore, others pointed out that
the timing of constructing these cis-
terns goes back to the fifteenth century

BC. And they were constructed in the
peroid of Saba State, whose capital city
was Marib in the north-east. Saba State
ruled Yemen from 1200 BC to 275 CE.
Then the Humyrian State ruled and
lasted up to 527 CE, according to his-
torical books and references.

These cisterns carry out more than one
task such as solving the problem of
freshwater scarcity by feeding wells and
water facilities through vents, designed
especially for such purpose. They also
protect the city from seasonal floods.
According to some references, the an-
cient Yemenis practised their worship
by setting up the sacrifice places, during
the season of poverty and drought, in
the middle of these cisterns, towards
Venus Planet.

-

<,
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The cisterns are located in Crater City,
Sira District, At-Taweela Valley, be-
neath Aden’s plateau estuaries, which
are about 250 meters above sea level. In
fact, these plateau estuaries represent
a chain, connecting each other in an
approximately 750-foot strait. They’re
also surrounded, in a circular shape,
by Mount Shamsan, except for a port
which leads and connects to Crater City.
According to the researchers’ estimate,
there are 55 cisterns, most of which are
submerged underground or were van-
dalized. Currently only 18 remain with
a capacity of about 20 million gallons,
the largest of which accommodates
about 18,000 cubic metres of water.

These cisterns were built from volcanic
rocks and cement-like scraps, which
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Our common home

The Stresemann’s Bristlefront Birds
are among the rarest and endangered
species, according to researchers who
found only one of such species in Bra-
zil. The males of these birds are distin-
guished by their shiny black color, while
the females are distinguished by dark
reddish-brown color. However, they
both have long tails, black eyes, sharp
beaks, and tufts of fluffy feathers on
their heads. In addition, statistics refer
to the New Zealand Rock Wern Birds
as the most prominent of the rarest bird
species. These birds are of the small-
est in size and distinguished with short
tails, oval wings, and long and strong
legs. The males of such species are col-
ored green at the top of their bodies as
well as gray and brown at the bottom,
whereas the females are colored dark
olive green. Bird Organizations in New
Zealand have concluded that the num-
ber of New Zealand Rock Wern Birds
declined by 50% between 1985 - 2005.
This conclusion made them take dras-
tic measures to conserve the remaining
ones.

Furthermore, there are other rare bird
species in New Zealand and the Phil-
ippines such as the Kakapo and the
Rufous-Headed Hornbill. The Kakapo
birds are distinctively colored green
with light brown streaks. In fact, they’re
nocturnal birds that can’t fly at all. Yet,
they can move by jumping or walking,
which makes them unable to leave their
homeland, New Zealand. In the nine-
ties of the last century, the number of
these birds extremely declined. Howev-
er, in 2022, it was said that their num-
ber increased after the season of their
breeding from 197 to 252 birds. On the
other hand, the Rufous-Headed Horn-
bill birds are considered to be of the
most beautifully colored birds because
their lower bodies are covered by black
feathers, while their heads and necks
are covered by red, yellow, and orange

8

feathers. They also have large beaks
that appear solid in shape but are, in
fact, soft and hollow. Actually, the low
density of trees in the forests, due to ex-
cessive felling, led to their extinction in
some islands of the Philippines. They’re
rarely found, as well, due to their slow
breeding.

The Bustard Birds, the most famous
birds in the world especially Arabian
Peninsula, are also of the rarest bird
species. For many people in Arab world,
the bustard birds are the best preys for
their favorite sport, falconry. They were
described, in Arabian Peninsula, as the
“pampered birds” because they used to
live in the desert abundantly, were fa-
vored due to the quality of their meat,
and were familiar with the Arab en-
vironment. Consequently, some birds
of these species were internationally
called “Arabian Bustard”. Neverthe-
less, these birds, similarly to other rare
birds and animals, are facing the dan-
ger of extinction on account of being
abundantly hunted and constantly per-
secuted as well as the lack of adequate
legislations to protect such birds. Also,
hunters don’t adhere to the international
hunting laws, and they insist on request-
ing such species.

Deterioration and Extinc-
tion
Researchers believe that most of the

bird species face several human-caused
threats. These main threats include the
growth of unsustainable agriculture,
logging, and climate change. According
to researcher reports, agriculture affects
at least 73% of the endangered species.
Therefore, it represents the first main
threat due to its expansion over the
birds’ habitats and the increased use of
chemicals and machines, during grow-
ing period. Logging represents another
main threat because more than 7 mil-
lion hectares of forests are logged every
year which results in affecting approx-
imately half of the world’s endangered
bird species.

In 2022, the AFP Agency reported the
warnings of Bird Life, an international
organization concerned with bird mat-
ters, that half the number of the endan-
gered bird species is decreasing. The
warnings also emphasized that one out
of eight of these endangered species is
threatened to be extinct because of agri-
culture, logging, and climate change
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Most research and statistics have reported the
names of a number of the rarest bird species
in parts of the world’s continents. The research and
statistics also implied that such rare species face
threats that can lead them to probable extinction, in
case the absence of possible protection efforts con-
tinues. At the forefront of these species, likely to be
extinct, come the South Philippine Dwarf Kingfisher
birds whose original homeland is the Southern Phil-
ippines. It’s said that they first emerged before 130
years. These birds have a feature of colorful feathers
which have purple, orange, and blue spots, merged
together like an artistic painting. They often live
and breed in tropical and subtropical environments.
Yet, unfortunately, they exist in very small numbers,
which have increased the danger of their extinction.
The Bahama Nuthatch Birds, living in the Bahamas,
come second at the forefront. They’re small birds
that have brown feathers, covering their backs, and
creamy white feathers, covering their bellies. They
also have black eyes. Researchers believe that the
Bahama Nuthatch Birds have become extinct be-
cause they haven’t been seen for a few years. Yet,
that hasn’t been confirmed yet.

Mohammed Salah AL-Jaradi
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Yemen Airways
A Year of Achievement and Another of Ambition

Dear Yemenia’s customers and staff,

We are back again at the editorial of the 56 issue of Yemenia Magazine,
which coincides with the beginning of the new year, 2024. In this issue,
with its new horizons and hopes, we wish you all a year full of achieve-
ments and success. The board of Yemen Airways promises to continue
striving in order to achieve further developing and modernizing up-
grades, on the various technical, administrative, and training levels, so
that it can live up to the expectations of Yemenia’s staff as well as the
satisfaction of its valued customers.

It's my pleasure to point out that the year of 2023 was one of the com-
pany’s most momentous years in terms of achievement and develop-
ment. As you may know, two new aircrafts, both of which are Airbus
A320, have been introduced into Yemenia’s air fleet. The first one, called
“Hamir Kingdom”, was received on August 25, 2023, marking its entry
on the service line, while the other one, called “Kingdom of Saba”, we
celebrated receiving on December 12, 2023, and became one of Yemen
Airways operating fleet.

In fact, the introduction of Kingdom of Hamir and Kingdom of Saba
aircrafts comes for the good of our hopes and plans to expand the com-
pany’s air fleet. It also comes to live up to the increasing demands of lo-
cal, regional, and global air travel. This achievement, witnessed in 2023,
was one of its kind regarding the various administrative and technical
levels as well as travel destinations in that we, Yemen Airways board of
directors, managed to resume Aden-Djibouti line and Aden-AddisAba-
ba line. We also managed to resume the Golden Line, Aden-Socotra and
Al-Ghayda-Aden, so as to alleviate the suffering of patients and students.
In 2024, Yemen Airways is looking forward to resuming new destina-
tions between Sana’a International Airport and various international air-
ports. It also promises its customers to further open sale offices in other
governorates, expand its internal and external flights, and keep abreast
of the growing demand for its services to achieve customer satisfaction.
As a national carrier, the major concern of the company’s responsibility
is to provide appropriate services to its customers.

Eventually, we wish you a pleasant time and a happy journey.
See you in another issue if Allah willing.

—
{ &

(S|

Captain

Nasser Mahmoud
Mohamad

Chairman
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