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al-Mutasim Allah bin Haroon Al-Rashid
bin al-Mahdi bin al-Mansur - the eighth
Abbasid successor. He led the battle of
Amorium, while the Al-Afshin is Hyder
bin Kaos, and he was one of the senior
officers in Al-Mu’tasim army, and he

had betrayed Al-Mutasim thus he was
crucified. Furthermore, the poet does not
criticize the Arab citizens, but rather he
appoints the major focus of his criticism

to the leaders whom have to be blamed.
Their top preoccupations are their thrones
and have no regard for the prosperity of
their countries.

Our rulers, fight for protection,

If they are confronted by the enemies,
they withdraw,

They furnish their eyes for the invaders,
And claim onslaught stability before they
do,

They are rulers, albeit Washington is
their government.

It is a precise reading of the political scene
which is enhanced by the exquisite feeling
of Albaraddouni and conveyed to the Arab
readerships, especially when they look at
the moral deterioration that plagued the
Arab rulers. The poet portrays the scene of
Arab regimes that consume a great deal of
money for equipping the armies though at
critical times they are useless, not because
of being afraid or weak, but rather the
decision is not theirs.

The greatness of the poet is clearly ap-
peared in a way that he is able to explain
and personify the reality, beside his
distinguished ability to foretell the future
and its prediction and its relation to the
tragic reality of the Arab nation in which
Al-Baraddouni embodies Arab Identity
which is part and parcel of this calamity
that Albaraddouni addressed in a compar-
ative approach between two eras of Arab.
He says:

What do you see Abu Tammam? Do our
origins lie? Or can gold deny its root?
Arabism of today does not reflect,

Any existence, name, color, nor title,
Ninety thousand zealous soldiers assem-
bled to Amorium

To the seer, they said “we are meteors”,
It was said “wait the harvest of vineyard,”
but they waited not,

For the ripeness of clusters, and rushed

to fight,

Today, they are ninety millions

Yet, they reach not maturity, not knowing
that

The grapes and the olives are already ex-
tracted.

Throughout the quoted lines, Albarad-
douni is talking to the character through
its nickname in order to establish a
dialogue by which he can reveal his
complaint on the one hand and to show
the anachronism between the age of Abu
Tammam and Albaraddouni’s age on

the other hand. In the following lines,
Al-Baraddouni complains to Abu Tam-
mam regarding the miserable situation in
Yemen in the 1960s and 1970s. Therefore,
he portrays Sana’a as a pretty lady, which
afflicted with tuberculosis and scabies,
which are allegorical images of the illiter-
acy and corruption that destroyed Sana’a.
Al-Baraddouni in the following quatrain
calls Abu Tammam by his first name, he
says:

Habib, I came from Sana’a, carried by an
eagle

v

—

While the Arabs are gasping behind my
ribs,

What shall I say about Sana’a, O father?
She is a pretty city that tuberculosis and
scabies are its lovers,

Furthermore, Albaraddouni has cited so
many historical Yemeni names and sym-
bols in order for enhancing his description
of Sana’a and its splendid cultural and
artistic presence over history despite the
suffered setbacks, it is fruitful with the
great leaders. Al-Baraddouni said:

She died in Waddah’s box pricelessly,
Yet, passion and songs never died in her
heart,

She was observing the dawn of revolution
in order to resurrect,

In a dream, then it plunks to nap and
monitor.

Despite the meanness of shower rain, it
became,

Where she was left pregnant with Qahtan
and Karib.

Throughout this remarkable poem of
“Abu Tammam and Arabism of Today”,
Albaraddouni emphasizes the cohesion of
the self and others that be fused into one
Arab National identity, which is liable to
make social and political transformations.
To reaffirm this notion, he uses contras-
tive images of time, place, and figures as
creative aesthetic values through which he
managed to outline well-defined bench-
marks to the good society that he aspires
to have.

It is very crucial to observe that the
poem is written in the first-person plural
pronoun, which emphasizes the fact that
the poet is speaking on behalf of Arabic
identity regardless of the narrow geo-
graphic boundaries. Indeed, it can be
noticed that Albaraddouni had employed
the “character of Abu Tammam differ-
ently; “Talking through the character”,
what is known as mask and “Talking to
the character” is the second embodiment
in which the poet aimed to establish a
dialogue with the character. Meanwhile,
“Talking about the character” is the last
type of embodiment in which the poet
plays the role of the narrator by telling
stories of the past that aspire to address
the current situations.
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ince the outset of his literary experience, Abdullah Al-Baraddouni (1929-1999), the late Yemeni poet

had elaborately discussed the key issues of Arab National identity as a sacred right that the nation’s
moral values, the aspects of its prosperity, and its relation with concept of time and place are centered on.
Throughout his poetic contributions, Abdullah Al-Baraddouni sought to address the sociopolitical situations
of Arab and Islamic nation so that the poem of “Abu Tammam and Arabism of Today” is a reflection of
Al-Baraddouni’s ideology towards the people’s issues, chiefly the Palestinian issue.
This memorable poem is replete with famous historical figures, events, and facts as an emphasis of the Po-
et’s remarkable observation related to the time and place disparity of Arab situation during two different eras
with the aim of reorientating the self of Arab nationalism for the sake of having a better and more cohesive
society. What about the poem? Why is it characterized as such? What are the poetic techniques the poem
distinguished by? throughout the poem, you will get a detailed answer to these questions.
First of all, it is worth noting that Abdullah Al-Baraddouni in his timeless poem “Abu Tammam and the Ara-
bism of Today” is reclined on identical paradoxes of Arabic nation during two distinct eras. The first period
refers back to Habib Bin Awos,(803—-845), an Abbasid-era Muslim Arab poet, known as Abu Tammam in
which the depth of meaning and eloquence are the common characteristics of his poetry, whereas the sec-
ond era, which embodies the actual situation of Arab nation in the 1970s, following Great Arabic Naksa in
1967.
Al-Baraddouni’s poem “Abu Tammam and the Arabism of Today”, is a pastiche of Habib ibn Awos Al-Tai’s
(Abu Tammam) poem 838 “Conquest of Amorium” was addressed by Abdullah Al-Baraddouni in “The Poetic
Festival of Abu Tammam”, which was held in Mosul, Iraq in 1971, as a recognition of Habib ibn Awos Al-Ta’i
for his poetic contribution. It was the first participation ever outside Yemen, where Al-Baraddouni attained his

popularity all over the Arab world, through which he was awarded Abu Tammam Festival’s award.

Written and translated by Ali Mohsen Al-Montaser

Yemenia Airways,YEM& KSA Regional Manager.

The Prologue

of the Two poems
Abu Tammam in his “Conquest of Amori-
um”, begun the first couplet by saying:
A sword’s news is more unfeigned than
that of letters,
Its sharpness is a frontier between seri-
ousness and mockery,
Believe not the art of black manuscripts
soothsay, conversely,
Be inspired by white-bladed swords’ edg-
es that unveil doubt and obscurity.

On the contrary of this eloquent pattern

of poetry, Al-Baraddouni commenced his
poem completely different from Abu Tam-
mam’s poem in terms of perception and
meaning. Al-Baraddouni does not echo
what Abu Tammam had stated regarding
the credibility and incredibility of sword.
According to Abu Tammam, the sword is
a symbol of triumph and strength, whereas
Al-Baraddouni portrays it as a tool of
injustice and aggressiveness, particularly
if carried by illiterate people. Al-Barad-
douni says:

How truthful a sword is if not unsheathed
foralie

And how deceitful if not achieve its anger,
The broad bladed daggers are better
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guiding

When being carried by genuine victori-
ous hands

The ugliest victory is that of the powerful,
Who merely understand how much they
sold and gained.

While Abu Tammam went on detesting
the stupidity, deception, and lies of the
seers, and the way they intimidate people
concerning astronomical alignments and
their relationship with people’s destiny.
Therefore, Al-Baraddouni confirms that
the dilemma The Arab nation today is

not represented in its illiterates, but rather
embedded in the people who are poorly
educated:

Worse than ignorance is a little and
soothing knowledge,

Sub humans, with some knowledge, have
tyrannized and usurped,

They said they are the finer human, but
they only ate,

And drank the humans’ rights.

The poetic Techniques
Throughout Al-Baraddouni’s poem “Abu
Tammam and the Arabism of Today”,
where his capabilities is greatly manifest-
ed in which poem is very rich in various

poetic language techniques such as ques-
tions, dialogue, and inner monologue. All
these constituents enriched the poem and
gave it more beauty and freshness.

Oh, Abu Tammam, what happened? Why
do you ask me?

Excuse me, I will tell, ask not the reason,

Moreover, Al-Baraddouni evokes a mob of
historical figures, places and symbols. He
is wondering:

A question bleeds of shyness, when asked,
How come that Haifa and Naqgab are wel-
coming the enemy?

“Haifa” and “Nagab” are two Arab cities
that were and still occupied by the Israeli
occupation. He then proceeds by address-
ing more questions for the sake of criti-
cizing the paradoxical situations between
the leaders of nation during Abu Tammam
era from one hand, and Arab leaders in
Abdullah Al-Baraddouni’s time from the
other hand.

Who is going to respond? Is it Almota-
sim’s persistence!!

No, and more shameful is the crucifix-
ion of Alafsheen

Al-Mutasim is Abu Ishag Muhammad



~ A <

m;' ;t.

i II!EBG]B peem
reﬂecteel the most

prominent Attrlbutesof

Identity
jinJAl:Baraddouni’s



Details

forgot their names, and gave themselves Ar-
abic names. They also grew their beards.
When returning to Denmark, Carsten
Niebuhr wrote his journals of the journey
in his book entitled “From Copenhagen to
Sana’a.”

Sanaa has ancient mosques, the most famous
of which is Al-Kabeer Mosque, which was
built more than one thousand four hundred
and thirty years ago. It was the first mosque
built in Yemen, and the third mosque built
in Islam, after Qeba Mosque and An-Nab-
wi Mosque in Medina. It still exists, and it
has twelve doors, all of which lead to Allah.
You would observe the history would talk
through the walls of the mosque, and em-
bodied within its pillars.

Itis also attached to by many people’s hearts
due to its originality and manuscripts, which
exceed four

thousand precious manuscripts.

The wall of old Sana’a seems as if it was
built by the hands of history to contain an
entire civilization within it.

As Sana’a was a civilized metropolis, oth-
ers thought of civilization as a superstition.
This wall makes all the residents of Sana’a
as if they are one family. Actually, they are
one family, in that the houses of old Sana’a
are close together in eternal intimacy, and
their roofs are almost one roof.

The idea of isolation and building high
walls arose in Yemen about two decades
ago. Yet, old Sana’a was built in this archi-
tectural style in order to remain exposed
like the sun, as beauty shouldn’t be hidden
behind walls.

The design of the houses in Sana’a, being
close together, has a special perspective.
They’re built in such design in order to ap-
pear cohesive like a solid structure, in which
every house supports the other, so that none
of them would fall, and they would remain
organized like a legendary necklace. There-
fore, the design of the houses has nothing
to do with the narrow area of the land on
which the houses are built because it is
not narrow. In fact, this is evident in the
soft-hearted residents of these houses. Such
residents are characterized by getting along
well with one another without having any
barriers with those who live next to them.
Such intimacy can’t be found in any other
Arab cities.

In 1986, Old Sanaa was included in the
World Heritage List, as one of the most
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important historical and cultural cities, rich
in heritage and arts. Actually, it is only one
of the cities in Yemen that all look like an
open museum.

Like an apricot, it died standing... to set
up the green birth

It dews and dries in order to dew ... it
flutters and flutters so as to yellow

It dies on a famous day... so as to be born
on a more famous one

It throws away dead leaves...and waves
the flowering ones

It keeps dying so as to live... and it dies so
as to live more..

We will not be able to digest the poets’ pas-
sion in the poems they wrote about Sana’a,
nor realize what historians wrote about the
freshness of its air, the innocence of its peo-
ple, the greatness of its arts, the beauty of its
architecture, and the dream of the pioneers
to travel there while chanting:

No matter how long the journey would last..
Sana’a is inevitable.

Foreign poets, writers, and artists came
from many and distant countries. They re-
sided in Sana’a out of passion and love, and
it resided in them for life. They forgot their
place of birth and passports. They also for-
got their mother tongue after they loved
speaking the accent of Sana’a.

The Syrian poet Suleiman Al-Issa had
resided in Sana’a for more than three de-
cades. He wrote many volumes of poetry
about Sana’a in particular and Yemen in
general. Al-Issa dedicated several col-
lections of poetry to Yemen, including
“Al-Thammalat” or Honover”... “The Di-
wan of Yemen”... “Yamaniyyat”... “Cra-
dle”. .. “Yemen in my poetics”... “Puffs
of Yemen”, and many texts that charmed
many cities and villages in Yemen. Later,
Prof. Malika Abyad translated many of
them into French.

The Frenchman, Prof. Jean Lambert, lived
in Sana’a for more than thirty years, and
he loved every detail of it. He managed
to act the accent, the traditional food and
drinks of Sana’a. In old Sana’a, he estab-
lished the French Center for Archeology
and Social Sciences. This center used to
publish a journal, “Yemeni Annuals”. It is
a French-language annual magazine, and
published biennially in Arabic language.
He also played an important role in sup-
porting and caring for Yemeni heritage,
especially Yemeni music. In 2003, he, in co-

operation with UNESCO, the Social Fund
for Development, the Ministry of Culture,
and the Music Heritage Center, launched a
campaign to preserve the traditional music
of Sana’a song. This campaign was crowned
with success, as the Sana’a music was in-
cluded on the UNESCO World Oral Heri-
tage List.

Prof. Jean Lambert is a famous anthropolo-
gist and ethnomusicologist. He was interest-
ed in traditional Yemeni music in particular,
in which his doctoral thesis was on Yemeni
music.

When you hear Jean Lambert speakes in the
Sana’a dialect, you feel that he is one of the
first residents of Sana’a. Because of his love
for Sana’a and its art, Lambert sang many
Sana’a songs using an instrument, called
“Qanbus” and called “Tarbi” in Sana’a. This
instrument almost vanished, but Jean Lam-
bert brought it back to the forefront. Also,
he wrote a book about Sana’a art. In this
book, he described this art as “the medicine
of tempers.”

Sana’a is not only a capital of a homeland,
but also it is a capital of soul, as the late
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Magqaleh says:

“It is the capital of a soul

Flooded with sunlight and incantations
The cells of my memory flash when I en-
ter it

I see it glowing naked with its outfits
Under the heat of noon...

Irecallit.....

I was a child with dazed eyes

I saw her charms

And the remains of eyeliner “kahal”

I followed her lead

I sniffed the fragrance,

My eyelids were bathed in the water of
shadows

My heart saw angels drawing on the hori-
zon

Valleys and palaces

And corridors,

The eye could hear the sounds of their
brush

The ear sees how the clouds become
Colored

Reality becomes a dream...

On the steps of light, I realized that I am
in Sanaa

That stars when night comes

Dance in bedrooms

And the glowing moon smiles from the
balconies of houses
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Sanaa is a city that lies in the heart of history and shines on the pages of geography. It is the queen of
cities and the jewel of the globe. Sana’a was the first city to be built after the Flood, occurring in proph-
et Noah’s Era, and the first Arab civilization to emerge in the globe. When Noah’s Ark settled in the high
mountains of Nihm, Shem, son of Noah, came to Sana’a to build the city. Therefore, Sana’a was called “the
City of Shem.” In his book “The Characteristics of the Arabian Peninsula,” Badi Al-Zaman, Abu Al-Hasan
Al-Hamdani states that Sana’a City was founded by Shem, son of Noah.

Abdul Majeed Al Turki
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When you walk through its ancient lanes,
you can almost hear the praises of the ances-
tors preserved in the memory of the bricks,
and through its windows, you can almost
see history saluting you. From its top floors
(Mafarej), you see history leaning on its
walls and weaving a long story. Humanity,
art, heritage, love, and the interconnection,
making all homes appear as one home and
the entire city as one family, are the basis
of Sana’a. The paradise has seven gates, so

does Sana’a. When passing through one of
its gates, you’ll encounter a wonder you’ve
never expected. It’s like passing through
a time machine and going into history
through all its doors. For thousands of years,
Sana’a has been famous for coexistence as
one of its principles. Therefore, when pass-
ing through any of its gates, you don’t have
to change your accent because, there, you’ll
never be asked where you came from.

In the ancient map, Yemen was described as

“Happy Arabia”. This description of Happi-
ness surprised all of those who read about
Yemen in the books of history which refer
to it as a legend.

in 1760, the King of Denmark, Frederick V,
had asked for choosing a group of elite to go
on an exploratory journey to Happy Yemen.
They came to Sanaa to verify what they had
read about it. In fact, the Yemeni hospitality
made them forget the exhaustion they had
suffered on their journey. Therefore, they
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Vestibules

in which the leaves are divided into mi-
nor equal fine leaves. Each leaf can be
divided into 8 precise sections based
on the thickness and width of the leaf,
and these sections are woven. In the
well-known Wissabi accents that are
most commonly used by the people of
those regions, the process of weaving
the sections is called “Wadhana”. In
phase V, the leaves are placed in water
for almost fifteen minutes, depending
on the type of palm tree. For example,
the leaves of Tihami palm tree locat-
ed in in coastal regions is damper due
to high temparture. Therefore, as such
type of leaves do not entail to be placed
in water longer because of area’s hu-
midity. However, the leaves of the
mountain palm tree, especially along
the Wisabian regions, are much stron-
ger as a result of the weather and cli-
mate that the mountainous regions en-
joy. Consequently, they are to be placed
in water for a longer time than those of
Tihami ones in order to be softer and
easily folded. The sixth phase is con-
sidered the beginning of the artisanal
work, in which the leaves of parasol is
weaved. In the Yemen»s western moun-
tains dialect, it is called «Al-Beda>a»
or «Al-Bedayah», it is the initial step
of the parasol manufacturing, and the
core of the parasol around which the
weaving is completed. This artistic
process may take different forms from
one (female) weaver to another or from
one (male) weaver to another.

The seventh stage considered one of
the most important phases of making a
single parasol. The period in which the
parasol is finalized varies from a weav-
er to another and from an experienced
hand to another less experienced and
less professional weaver hand. Like-
wise, the period of making - weaving
and completing - these women»s para-
sols differs, too. It can be different
and discontinuous. Also, the period of
making parasols differs based on sab-
batical; some people are part-time free,
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some others are full-time free, others
are more practical. Therefore, there are
many ladies are free and can finalize
one or two a day. The sewing phase is
the eighth and last stage. It is a very cre-
ative assignment entails a creative touch
faculty. This stage follows the weaving
process, without which the parasol will
not be elegant and beautiful as such
when put on the man and woman’s head.
In fact, the talent designing impacts
on the standard of quality, accuracy,
and beauty of the parasol. According-
ly, most girls are not proficient enough
in the sewing process. It requires high
skillful practices. As a result of which,
many female weavers are content with
weaving the material. Whereas, the
assignment of the stitching process is
given to other experienced women to
complete the task based on the aspired
aesthetic shape.

The Sizes of Parasols

The parasols usually consist of five to
six circular hoops. Also they may some-
times consist of seven hoops. Yet, this
type, currently, no longer exists because
it>s not requested as it used to be in the
past. Similarly, the handiwork such as
farming, land cultivation, urbanization,
and construction, etc has gradually be-
gun to decrease due to the presence of
some machines that have replaced the
hand labor in terms of carrying weights,
harvesting, watering, or other things.
Therefore, the worker who worked hard
from the early morning until lunchtime
then resumed his work after taking a
nap until the night fell no longer exists
nowadays or is no longer able to work
at this pace. In fact, civilization and ur-
banization interfere in setting new rules
and standards for work, including de-
termining the working hours, which are
less than what they used to be before.

Types of Parasols
Described as the crowns of heads, the
parasols are of several types that vary

according to the environment and pro-
duction inputs, all of which come from
Yemeni nature. Perhaps among these
types are the green parasols and the
white parasols.

The Green Parasols

This type of parasols is made of moun-
tain palm tree, found in the green
mountain highlands overlooking Ti-
hama coastline. These parasols are
often characterized by their high qual-
ity and reasonable cost. The reason
behind their reasonable cost is simply
the availability of raw materials in the
extended environment. Consequently,
there is no need to spend huge addi-
tional expenses such as transportation,
travel, and other little expenses in order
to import the materials from distant en-
vironments.

The White Parasols

These types of parasols are made of
Tihama palm tree, and they>re usual-
ly characterized by high quality and
high cost at the same time. This is
due to the expenses spent in order to
acquire Tihama palm tree, and other
expenses that accompany the process
of acquiring this tree. It>s absolutely
obvious that bringing such tree from
Tihama to Wisab District villages
that are hanging on the fringes of
stars (metaphor) and distributed along
a green carpet between steep slopes
and high mountains, requires high
expenses. It requires transportation
fees and profits that deducted by the
importer and added to the total cost of
manufacturing. In addition, there are
other considerations no less important
than the

ones mentioned earlier. In general,
these factors explain the reason be-
hind their high cost. In the end, ap-
pearance of these white parasols gets
charming and close to self-beauty of
all of those who practice this handi-
craft.
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On the way to Wessab Al-Aali, drops of salty sweat tickled my eyes that are eager to survey the
nature, full of sceneries of agricultural life and filled with the flutes of pastures, women’s chants,
and shepherds’ songs. Yet, a view of the parasol-worn ladies in the terraced fields, which was repeated
many times on the way back to the hometown was the most beautiful scene. This view aroused a lot
of curiosity in about the way of manufacturing these hand-made parasols that are scattered all over
Yemen and the reason behind considering Wasabin and Otma as their most important sources and the
most beautiful in terms of appearance and weaving. How and what are they made of? Along with further
questions would be answered within this survey.

In Wasab region, the hand-made
parasols are called “Aqfash” and “Al-
Agbaa.” Wasabian parasols are made
of palm fronds or hyphaene; a tree
that is no less important than palm
trees, whose fronds are used to make

head parasols. Such Straw hats put on
men>s and women>s heads to protect
them from the sun’s heat while land
farming, livestock grazing, and forag-
ing. Such activity known as mowing
grass, and colloquially called “Hash-

Written by: Abdul Rageeb Al-Wasabi
Photography by: Abdul Rahman Al-Ghabri

ish” in Wisab, Otma, as well as many
Yemeni regions.

Parasols Manufacturing
Process
The process of a parasol manufac-
turing goes through several stages. It
begins with cutting the palm fronds,
following the cutting process; they
have to be exposed to the sunlight
until they become dry. It is provid-
ed that they are not exposed to wa-
ter or rain. If leaves fronds get wet,
they turn pale. Consequently, the
charming characteristic of its visual
and aesthetic quality and its visual
identity will be of no significance.
The third phase is known as “Bakhi
Al-Rish”, by means of removing the
feathers and leaves to get to the lev-
el of the well- known fronds that are
widely circulated by common, inter-
ested, and specialist people. Fourthly,
in this stage the leaves should be split,
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ant burrows into the soil and penetrates
the foundations, especially the savage
black one. While the existence of a red
ant a good sign for construction because
it’s often friendly and unfrightening.
What is more Striking is that the main
doors of the houses in Yafa’ are rarely
located in the northern side. According
to studies that the people of Yafa’ fear
being struck by very powerful wind
coming from the north. Rather, it is
more likely that the winds, saturated
with water vapor, come from the north.
Such winds blow from the north to the
south creating rainstorm during rainfall
in summer season.

These lines will not be enough to talk
about the art of Yafa’s architecture. It’s
difficult to shed the light on such classy
and magnificent architecture in this
brief article. Yet, the bottom line is that
Yafa’ee architecture is a reflection of
the capabilities and original creativity
of the Yemeni man. Such man, charac-
terized by high skill, was able to adjust
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rocks. Therefore, you can see, through-
out, the similar and scattered fortresses

clinging to the peaks of the mountains,
occupying the tops of hills and hill-
ocks, and clinging to the clouds at the
tops of the skyscrapers in the form of
groupings, resembling vertical building
clusters.

All of these fortresses, forming the
villages, are built according to artistic
standards that rely on adjacent and col-
lective style. This style describes the
different needs of the people. It also
describes the social, economic and cul-
tural situation. This is evident to visi-
tors when they realize that most of the
owners of these buildings, competing in
height, splendor, and beauty, are expa-
triates in China, India, America and the
Gulf countries. Those who have never
separated or abandoned their home-
towns in Yafa despite the famous
and well-known successes
achieved in their foreign lands, globally
and in the Arab world.

they
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Global presence
Actually, the construction boom and dis-
tinctive architectural styles have trans-
formed Yafa’s terrains into communi-
ties full of life. At the same time, these
communities combine the tranquility of
villages and the urbanism of cities. The
matter that will make you believe that
architecture, with its
originality and splendor, has not only
become a model of the finest models
of architecture in the Arabian Peninsu-
la, but all over the world. According to
the architect Salma Samar Al-Damluji,
a British academic of Iraqi origin and
a professor of architecture at the Uni-
versity of London, concluded that “con-
struction in Yafa’ preceded others in the
Arab region, in terms of architecture.
Also, Yafa’ architecture now has its own
professionals who have inherited
experience that is distinguished by un-
paralleled high quality.” Moreover she
stated that the most famous builders in
Yafa’ are “Al Ibn Saleh.” whose fine art
spread in most of the surrounding areas.
The students of Al Ibn Saleh mastered
Yafa’i construction, which still adheres
to its characteristics from ancient times
until now.



n the region of Yafea,
the wondrous human
capability to adjust
nature emerges. This
capability is evident in
the way man patterned
the mountains like ter-
raced fields, the val-
leys like adjacent plots
- valid for cultivating
plants and producing
dairy products- , and
the stones like palaces
whose unique beauty
and the charm of its
leaden colors, harmo-
nious with the mete-
oric gray color, can't
be missed. The power
of human’s creativity
in Yafea’s mountains
range is a rational re-
duction for the charm-
ing chemistry through
a confluence of the life
geometry arts in the
solidity of mountains.
It is a rationale for sev-
eral questions embed-
ded in how could this
man create agricultur-
al and constructional
civilization with such
terrains? what are the
local and global char-
acteristics of the Yafea
constructional styles?

To the details. ..

Written by:
Managing Editor

Upon traveling through its moun-
tainous roads, you will get aston-
ished by a unique architectural
masterpiece, having a special char-
acter, as if its fortresses were tur-
bans spun by one hand, and washed
with the color of the mountains
that embraced and crowned over
all the other tribes of the eastern
and southern regions. It is cross-
legged between Al-Dhale’, Lahj,
and Al-Bayda Mountains. It is Yafa
District, which was known in the
ancient times as “Sarru Himyar”.

The Yafa’ee House...
Artistically

The appearance and prestige of the
Yafa’ee house provoking a series of
storming questions to the viewer
of the unparalleled beauty added
to despite the absence of decora-
tion found in Hadrami and Sana’i
architecture. This matter is due to
the solidity of the dark lead-colored
granite stones, according to studies.
Such stones are the basic stones
from which Yafa’ee houses are
built. Similar to each other in ev-
ery direction of the mountains and
hills, the facades of Yafa’ee houses
are decorated with simple shapes.
This simplicity in their approaches
is

the secret of their captivating beau-
ty.

According to the architectural de-
scription, these shapes are designed
through placing the notable stones
outward or vice versa, using the
“quartz” stones to give aesthetic and
artistic shapes, or making a longitu-
dinal line, surrounding the house
in the form of a lance. These lanc-
es form dividing belts between the
floors of the building, and they’re
located at the end of each floor.
Above the door, there is a semicir-

\= —

cular arch called “Thuria.” Where-
as from within, there are rounded
arches and oval arches surrounding
the semicircular arches, especially
inside the main sitting room in the
house.

Home Construction:

Beliefs and Timing
Referring to the construction, which
is the most well-known beliefs in
Yafa’ that the construction should
begin on Sunday. It is based on the
prevailing belief that earth creation
began on Sunday and ended on Fri-
day, having construction completed
within six days, as Allah mentioned
in the Holy Koran. Moreover, a
sheep has to be slaughtered as a
sacrifice by which evil spirits and
demons are expelled from the
house’s foundations and bricks.
Moreover, another sheep should
be slaughtered upon initializing to
roof the first floor of the house.
Furthermore, further studies re-
ported associated with the same
belief concerned with the Yafa'ee
construction is put an egg, at night,
on the corners of the ground before
placing the stones. Consequently,
if the egg breaks or its color has
changed for no reason, the floor
has to be changed. As such study is
conducted in order to measure the
temperature ‘“‘evaporation” in the
underground, especially the porous
subsoil, as for the solid subsoil is
not measured with eggs. The pur-
pose of floor testing, using the egg
is to assess the soil’s cohesion.
Another indication that the ground
is not suitable for construction is
the emergence of a black ant in the
site of construction arouses doubt
that the site is invalid for construc-
tion because it is a pessimistic sign.
the secret of this is that the black

7



A fair Land

e "5'

A\ The Aesthetic

N\
O
\Y




Air Fleet Expansion:
A New Shift towards Yemenia Advancement

ear our esteemed Yemenia passengers and the revered Yemenia
Airways staff,

We are back again through the editorial of this issue 55th of Yemenia
Magazine, the cultural and tourism content. In this issue, we welcome
you to a new series of serious talk related to development and modern-
ization plans that will get you delighted, which is bound to the develop-
ment of Yemenia Airways at various work levels.

It is my pleasure to talk about series of important fruitful steps that Ye-
menia has achieved, along with a new turning has undergone in order to
expand and consolidate its air fleet in a way that would befit the service
of its respected customers. In this context, an agreement was made to
purchase two Airbus A320 aircrafts, one of which called “ Himyar King-
dom” the other one called” Sheba Kingdom”. Himyar Kingdom Aircraft
has already joined Yemenia fleet and has just entered into service active-
ly. Whereas, “Sheba Kingdom Aircraft” is hopefully expected to arrive to
Yemen at the beginning of November. We also are aspire immensely to
modernize and bolster Yemenia’s fleet.

When talking about Airbus A320 aircrafts, it is worthy to point out
that this type of aircrafts is commercially appropriate for short-to me-
dium-range. The cabin of Airbus A320 can be configured within a ca-
pacity of 150 passengers, 138 of which are economy class seats and 12
first-class seats.

Further to the above mentioned, this major breakthrough of the compa-
ny comes within the framework of the implementation of development
plans that aim to promote the capabilities of the national carrier in Ye-
men and increasing the size of Yemenia’s Air Fleet. In fact, such addi-
tion is considered the cornerstone of Yemenia’s leadership endeavors to
achieve its ambitions during the coming period, with emphasis on scal-
ing up flights operation to new other stations that includes Gulf States
and a number of cities in Europe as well as East Asia.

While executing the company’s development and modernization plans,
Yemenia Airways affirms with every single qualitative fulfilled leap, it
will always strive to get all its offered services and business are based on
a solid and authentic basis of comprehensive quality standards.

Have a very good time and a pleasant trip.
Best Regards

V:‘( PJ‘Q( N

Captain
Nasser Mahmood

Mohammed
Chairman
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Yafa’...
The Aesthetics of Place and
The Authenticity of Man

Abu Tammam and

Arabism of Today..
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