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commodate 1200 cubic meters, is
located at the bottom of the castle.
The four floors of the castle con-
tain rooms, guest rooms, Kitchens,
bathrooms and dining rooms, as
well as a surprising guest room,
called “Tairamana”, on top of the
building.

Al-Waqidi Castle, owned by Sheikh
Dawood Saghir Al-Wagqidi, is one
of the most prominent tourist at-
tractions in Raymah Governorate,
where visitors can visit it through-
out the day, wander inside its four
floors and rooms, take memorial
photos, and enjoy watching the
view of rare scenes in cloudy atmo-
sphere from the roof of the castle,
perched on top of the mountains.

Stone Roads

The stone architecture in Raymah
Governorate also involved paving
the roads throughout history, where
the roads were paved and sloped
for camel and mule caravans. And
the stone roads have always been
an authentic basis for the develop-
ment of architecture in the tower-
ing mountains of Raymabh.

In the time of cars, vehicles and
trucks transporting goods to the
top of the mountains, stone-paved
roads became a functional ne-
cessity due to their durability if
constructed according to precise
bases, standards, and solid foun-
dations such as Al-Lamhail Road
that was built by the people of
Al-Anam, Nema, Yafouz, Jabal
Dhalamlam, and Bani al-Qahwi
villages in the isolation of Bani
al-Ja’ad of the Jaafari district. This
great cooperative project became
famous through the local and Arab
media. It was completed by the ini-
tiative of the local community in
the mentioned villages along with
the support from businessmen and
expatriates from that area.
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structure, but he also crowned it
with a roof built of granite stones,
so that a huge, four-sided stone pil-
lar lies in the center of the mosque.
This pillar, with its unified coordi-
nation, reaches a particular point of
height then from its top eight stone
arches branch, two arches from the
top of every side of the pillar, which
looks like a huge tree trunk whose
branches dangled to lean on the
walls in the form of semicircular
stone arches, making the view of
the ceiling look like a stone struc-
ture of an umbrella with a uniquely
coordinated beauty. Also, the spac-
es between the arches were covered
with long rectangular stones that
were cut with precise sizes then
paved and arranged crosswise, and
the gaps between them were filled
and painted white, which gave the
ceiling a captivating beauty.

Al-Wagqidi Castle

One of the most famous stone cas-
tles Al-Waqidi Castle is one of the
most important huge buildings
built with stones, including the ceil-
ings. It consists of four floors built
perfectly and roofed with stones
symbolizing a very surprising and
unique engineering and aesthetic
multitude. Yet, no other building
materials were used along with the
stones in this huge structure, where
the wide and durable courses - thick
stone walls, and the design of the
windows, the doors, and the main
arches supporting the roofs of the
castle’s heavy floors were built of
huge rocks that have been paved
and built with great care to resist the
changes of nature through the ages,
which is a surprising engineering
design symbolizing an open chal-
lenge to the laws of gravity.

With a length of 20 meters, a width
of 6 meters and a height of 6 meters,
a spacious water tank, that can ac-

14




Moreover, the roofs of houses are not
only used as ceilings for the houses, but
they are also carefully prepared to meet

the economically daily and season-

al needs of the population, as they are
used as spaces for drying agricultural

crops away from livestock, and they are
used as social spaces for family gath-

erings.

Banu Ziyad Mosque
A symbol of stone ceilings in the iso-

lation of Bani Ziyad, Kasma District,
in the south of Raymah Governorate
One of the skilled craftsmen, called
“Asatia”, excelled in the construction of
a unique stone mosque. Yet, he didn’t
only build the mosque with its stone

13




Angles

The Antecedent

of Architecture
Before the concept of urban sustainabil-
ity in architecture became globally pop-
ular, the locals in Raymah Governorate
practically applied it using stone archi-

12

tecture on mountain tops, slopes and
hillsides, where homes were designed to
be eco-homes through the use of local
building materials and recycling local
resources.

Also, the architectural design takes the

climate into consideration, as the thick
walls isolate extreme heat and cold and
the high wooden and stone ceilings re-
duce the temperature by providing cold
currents, which makes these stone hous-
es suitable for living in all seasons,



With their simple knowledge, our ancestors
built castles and impregnable forts that wit-
nessed a history of wars, invasions, and nat-
ural conditions. Therefore, they gained archi-
tectural experiences that led to an architectural
engineering concept, combining simple de-
signs with practical effectiveness so as to en-

sure human security and provide food supplies
through constructing accurate watchtowers,
safe entrances and exits, stores of supplies,
and water tanks in the forts and castles.

Yahya Aldhibi and Ali Hussein
Photography by Youssef Jabal
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n top of Yemen’s western mountains, in

Raymah Governorate, the architectural
character, and its solid design, embroidering
forts, castles, mosques, dams, and paved
roads, reflects man’s ability and genius to over-
come nature and tame its solidity and rugged-
ness for the sake of sustainable living.
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Raymah Governorate is famous for its ex-
tremely high and undulating steep mountains
that form the hills and the wide hillsides, where
villages, forts, and castles are spread out,
proving the resilience of our ancestors and
their ability to adapt to difficult natural condi-
tions.



Historically, architectural researchers
and historians date the use of Al-Qa-
maria in Yemen to four thousand years
ago. They also note that it was one of
the most important innovations of ar-
chitectural art throughout the kingdoms
of Sheba, Himyar, Dhu Raydan, Tamna,
Ma’in, and other kingdoms that existed
in Yemen before Islam. Thus Al-Qa-
maria was popular in the various Ye-
meni Civilizations, which were known
for their mud and brick architecture,
and whose skyscrapers still exist today
in Shibam Hadhramout, Zabid, Sana’a,
Saada, Al-Jawf, Shabwa, Radaa, and
other cities and governorates.
Technically, Al-Qamaria making is
the product of one of the most im-
portant types of embodiment and for-
mation arts, which are related to the
colored and aesthetic ornaments of
the upper parts of all floors of every
Yemeni house. Consequently, one can
see semicircular moons above the win-
dows of every floor, even if there are
ten floors.
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The Yemeni Qamaria is also consid-
ered one of the most prominent fea-
tures of the traditional architecture
since its basic function is to provide
natural lighting for homes while main-
taining privacy. As a result, it is used as
an inevitable architectural part, wheth-
er in mud or stone architecture.

And, its existence, as a type of archi-
tectural ornament, doesn’t only confine
to the houses in historical cities such as
Sanaa, Zabid, and Shibam Hadhramaut,
but it also goes beyond that to the sol-
id stone houses in Raymah, Wasabeen,
Otma, Yafa’, Taiz, and others.In fact, it
became an authentic Yemeni character
with superlatively artistic taste for the
population. Yet, the most important
feature that distinguishes Al-Qamaria
is its bright colors and geometric de-
signs, which are inspired by plant orna-
ments and geometric shapes. Thus it is
found in homes, mosques, schools, and
public and private sector buildings as it
is an integral part of the architectural
Yemeni character.

The reasons behind

the decline of

Al-Qamaria making
In recent decades. Al-Qamaria faced
major challenges that threaten its ex-
istence. These challenges include the
development of construction methods
and materials. So, the traditional Qa-
maria was replaced by industrial ma-
terials and simple glass that lacks the
traditional touch. In addition to that,
the high production costs, the short-
age of craftsmen, and the high pric-
es of materials made the traditional
Qamaria an expensive matter, and on
the other hand the little understanding
and the lack of awareness of its im-
portance as part of the cultural char-
acter led to a decline in its use. As a
result of the challenges mentioned
above, researchers warns that the dis-
appearance of Al-Qamaria means
losing part of the cultural and histori-
cal character of Yemen.



As soon as you enter a Yemeni sitting room
or a top room, called “Mafaraj”, during the
hours preceding the noon time or the hours
preceding the sunset time, you will be dazzled
by the light passing in bright colors through
the semicircular parts above the windows.
In fact, you will feel that as If a creative art-
ist formed the light in the seven colors of the
spectrum on a pane of glass.

That artist is the authentic craftsman who
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struggles throughout his day to produce a
semicircular moon, with which he uses to
cover the upper part of every windows in the
Yemeni sitting rooms. That colored piece of
art is called “Al-Qamaria”. While Al-Qamaria
with its colored lights represents the thought
outcome of the artist on a moist plaster sheet
with colored, glassy, and exquisite shapes, it
faces the danger of disappearance.

Poll and photography
Yassin Al-Asbahi
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the art of shaping light in Yemeni sitting Rooms



houses from time to time is obviously
evident among the residents, so that
they would remain immortal forever
and never collapse.

Perhaps the most important factor that
distinguishes these fortress is the ex-
cessive amount of their interior decora-
tion with various and beautiful inscrip-
tions and ornaments whose designs are
breathtaking.

Also, on the front sides of the fortress-
es’ doors the date of constructing each
fortress is inscribed along with Koran-
ic verses such as “If you are grateful, I
will certainly increase you.”
Furthermore, it’s crystal clear that all
the fortresses have something in com-
mon which is having a room, called
“Al-Sanwiya”, located on the last floor.
On the roofs of Al-Sanwiya, there are
small holes, called “Mawashiq”, that
can accommodate a rifle muzzle. These
mawashiq are spread out every side of
the roofs, and our ancestors started us-
ing them for the mission of sniping the
British occupation soldiers in 1900.

Inherited Techniques
Mud architecture in Al-Jabiyah is char-
acterized by the building techniques
passed down through generations,

which basically rely on the locally
available natural materials. These tech-
niques include: preparing clay, shaping
mud bricks, and building walls, ceil-
ings, and decorations. In fact, these
techniques are equivalently used in
building palaces, mosques, and homes.
Moreover, the architecture in Al-Jabi-
yah is characterized by the spread of
observation buildings called “Noobs”.
These noobs serve as towers and cas-
tles and are located at the top of forts,
giving the forts an aesthetic view. In
addition, houses and castles usual-
ly have a place in the building called
“Al-Muradi”, which is like a balcony
on the highest floor and is overlooking
the main entrance of the building.

Also, the designs and shapes of the
mud houses in Shabwa are distin-
guished by pillars, called “Bawshir”.
These pillars are pointed with geomet-
ric shapes and are located at the top of
the houses. And, they represent pres-
tigious significance and connotation
among the ancestors as well as the in-
vincibility of Al-Jabiyah’s houses.
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The Town of Taiba —

Historically, Al-Jabiya was mentioned
in the victory inscription of the Sabae-
an king, Karb El Watar, when he in-
vaded the Kingdom of Osan and other
valleys of the East. Other historical
sources reported that Al-Jabiya was
one of the regions mentioned in the
seventh century BC.

Moreover, Al-Jabiya was one of the
commercial stations through which
the caravans passed after leaving Hab-
ban and Al-Dalaa Regions, according
to historians. And during the period
from the first century AD until the
third century AD, it was considered a
transit area for commercial caravans
coming from the port of Qena heading
to the urbans of Al-Mafaza and the an-
cient kingdoms.

Also, during the period of modern
and contemporary history, especially
the twentieth century, Al-Jabiya was
the source of interest and study by
the western travelers who visited it. In
1936 AD, the famous British traveler,
Sari Hunt John Philby, passed through
it and said about it: “Either the market
or the village of Al-Jabiya is located at
a distance of five miles from Kurash
area, which is located on the closest
side of Al-Qalaia Heights. Moreover,
the British officer, Hamilton, arrived
in, it in 1938, coming from Shabwa
City, and he was impressed by its
construction and the way the houses
were built. Hamilton mentioned that it
had nearly a hundred houses, most of
which had three floors, and that it was
protected by five tall fortresses built of
mud brick. He also mentioned that it
had a water well.

Fortresses and Towers
What Al-Jabiyah is most famous for is
its ornate historical fortresses with their
unique and ancient geometric architec-
ture. The names of these fortresses are
linked to a number of families’ names
in the region such as the fortresses of
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Al Abdullah, Al Sinan, Al Burman, Al
Hamad, Al Muhammad, Hobeish, and
others. Yet, these fortresses basically
belong to Al Awda Tribe, descended
from Al Khalifa Tribe.

Actually, these fortresses and other
towers constitute the memory of the
place and the people in Al-Jabiyah, so
it is not possible to talk about it with-
out citing its historical fortresses and
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towers, which are unique in their mud-
dy architectural character and their
amazing, complex inscriptions and
decorations. In addition, the fortresses
of Al-Jabiya have always remained a
cause of pride and praiseworthiness
for many popular poets, old and young,
throughout Shabwa Governorate.

Therefore, the concern for restoring
these fortresses,

towers, and other



Ithough more than three centuries have passed since the construction of its towers, fortresses,

palaces, and mud mosques, Al-Jabiya still narrates the story of its resistance to deterioration
and erosion. Therein, visitors can observe the forms of architectural designs that are resistant and
glowing with beauty, vitality, and vibrant creativity, which truly makes it an icon of architecture and
heritage. Thus it should be locally and internationally praiseworthy as much as the early praisewor-
thiness of Shibam, Old Sanaa, and Zabid cities.

Muhammad Saleh Al-Jaradi
Photography: Jamal Shnaiter
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